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INTRODU CTION. 


hr 'T is one of the peculiar glories 
of the Goſpel diſpenſation, that 


at the head of it, and that every 
SR? thing that relates to the comfort 
and advantage of his church and people is 
placed under his gracions and all-wiſe direc- 
tion. God hath given him to be bead over all 
tbings to the church, and all power is given unto 
him in heaven and in earth: and as its deareſt 
intereſts are ever ſafe in his hands; ſo we can- 
not but look upon it as a ſtanding inſtance of 
that tender and watchful care which this ex- 
alted head of the church exerciſes over it, that 
In all ages of it he hath given it officers and 
miniſters, extraordinary and ordinary, 11 uited 
to its ſtate and exigencies. 

In the firſt ages of Chriſtianity, when 


the Golpel was to make its way againſt 


A'S: ſuch 


our Lord Jeſus Chrilt is placed | 


9 


4 INTRODUCTION. 


ſuch ſtrong oppoſition, and had all the luſts 
and prejudices both of the Jeuiſb and Gen- 
file world to contend with, there were ex- 


traordinary officers appointed in the church, 
who were ſuitably. fitted and qualified for 
the then preſent condition and cireumſtan- 
ces of it. 


Such were the Apoſtles; who being 


ſent. forth by the immediate direction 
and appointment of - Chriſt himſelf, to 
ſpread Chriſtianity all over the world, 
and ſet up Goſpel churches wherever they 
came, and by vertue of their -apoſto- 
lick authority preſide over them, were 
accordingly furniſhed with extraoldinary 
gifts and powers for this purpoſe. Hence 
we find them placed in the front of thoſe 
officers, which our Lord upon his aſcen- 
ſion gave unto his church. Eph. iv. 8,—1 1. 


' Wherefore be ſaith, when he aſcended up on 


' high, he led captivity captive, and gave 
gifts unto men. ( Now that be aſcended, 
what 1s it but that be alſo deſcended firſt 
into the Iower pas of the earth? He that 
deſcended, is the ſame alſo that aſcended up 
\far above all heavens, that he might fill all 
things.) And be gave ſome Apoſtles. 
To theſe were added, Prophets and Eva 


geliſts. | | 
Prophets, 
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In TRODUCTION. x 
Prophets, in thoſe days, were perſons 
divinely inſpired to interpret Scripture; par- 
ticularly, as I apprehend, to explain the 
propheſies of the Old Teſtament, and ſhew 
how they had their full and proper accom- 
pliſhment in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: A Thing 
ſo neceſſary to be done to convince the 
Jeus, and bring them over to the faith of 
the Goſpel. | 3 
Evangeliſts; their character ſeems to be 
that they were of the nature of aſſiſtants 
to the Apoſtles in preaching the Goſpel, 
and ſettling and regulating the new-planted 
churches, without being confined to any 
particular place or charge. And as their 
work was thus extenſive, they likewiſe were 
furniſhed with extraordinary gifts for it: 
as ſeems plain from the caution, which the 
Apoſtle gives Timothy, 1 Tim. iv. 14. not 
to neglect the gift, which he had received 
at his ordination by the laying on of hands. 
Compare 2 Tim. i. 6. Gratius , upon the 
place, has a pretty conjecture, that the 
| gift, 


* His words are; Puto agi hic de dono linguarum ; 
talia Dona ſollicite cuſtodienda ſunt, gratiarum ac- 
tione, precibus, Santa uſu. Nor is it, I think, the leaft 
improbable that ſo great a man as Timothy was favoured 
with this gift; and the paſſage before us plainly ſhews, 
that it was conferred on him by the laying on of hands 


at his ordination. And, indeed, conſidering Tinmthy's 
eminent 


* 


1 


6 -tyrrobBbetioh -& 
git, which the Apoſtle cautions Trmothy 
mt to- negiebs, - was the gift of Tongues; 


a gift ſo neceflary for the propagation of 
the Gofpel in that day, and which if it was 


not duely cultivated and improved might 
probably be im danger of being either ſuſ- 
«* f iy 9 8 ö | pended, 


eminent ſtation and character in the church, that the 
Apoſtle deſigned him for his companion and aſſiſtant 
in his future travels and labours in the Goſpel, (Acts 
XVI, 15 3.) and that it was to the work and office 
angeliſt that he was brdained-(ſee 2 Tim. iv. 
theextracedinary gifts of the Holy Ghoſt 
proper I ſay, conſidering theſe thi 
p thinking that he then received the gift 
of Tohgues, and perhaps ſome other gifts of the 
Ne nature, in a ſuperiot degres, even to the power 
of communicating them to others. And if this weft 
the caſe, this ſeems to give us the true ground and 


1 Epiſt. v. 22 - to lay hands ſuddenly n n mas 3 
that: is, to be very careful howz by. laying en of hands, 


he communicated any of theſe extraordinar gifts to 


others, left be ſhould" incur the blame of communi- 

them to perſons, who migiſt make an improper 
and bad: uſe of them: though, I remember, Dr. Ham- 
mond will not allow that the Apoſtle in this paſſage 
ſpeaks of the buſineſs of ordination at all, but of the /ay- 
ing on of hands in the abſolution of penitents, as what 
he thinks beſt agrees with the context; and that learn- 
ed writer has ſhewn, in a large note upon the place; 
that in the early ages of the church this tite was uſed 
for that purpoſe. enn 
Upon the whole, ſince the ceaſing of extraordinaty 
gifts, which tis certain were conveyed by laying en 
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reaſon” of that caution,” which the Apoſtle gives him, 
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nded, or totally loſt - and withdrawn, 
if this were the caſe, and it is cer- 


* 


of hands in that day ; I can ſee Al a he con · 
tinuance of it in our preſent ordinations, as I appre- 
hend, neither office - power nor office: gifts are convey» 


ed hy it: eee 


and nothing at all is conveyed by them 

purpoſe ſhould be laid 1— 

"What makes I have faid above, concerning 
Timethy's receiving the miraculous and extraordinary 
gifts of the e, at his ordination, in a 2 de- 
gree, even to the power of communi them to 
others, the more 
told us, * ck that they wers, re 
777 die Sfegilalas: or — to. the propbeſies 

went before of him, as it is expreſſed 1 . i. 


18. In both l places the Apoſtle blau refs 
to ſome prophefies, which were, handed about at that 


time, and which probably .were delivered ſome 


Prophets which belonged to the church at Lyſtra, (whete 


Timothy is ſuppoſed to have been ordained, and of 
which it is likely he was a member,) that 


eminency of gifts which he ſhould have conferred on 
him : nor would there have been any room for ſuch | 


propheſies, had there not been ſomething very remark- 


were ſo common, 


able in thoſe gifts, in a * EXTTAOTUIIAYY: gifts | 
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101 Ry officers: Wen peculiar to the 
firſt ages 
ceaſed, with all the miraculous 
that went a long NN the 


1 . 


continues his care of it in giving it ordinary 
Paſtors and Teachers, his ſtanding miniſters 
fot the carrying on the intereſts and defigns 
of his grace there. For ſo it follows in 
that paſſage which I haye already had oc- 
caſion ta refer to. Eph. iv. 1 1. rd be 1 

' Apoſtles : and ſome, Prophets : 
7 Feier: und fome,. e "98 and 


Ti e 


bo were o ſerd it, as ſhepherds the 
flock, with Hiowbdge and under fanding, 
— ſoand dodtrine and the bread of life ; 

" 7% rule over it in tbe by pte- 
8 ing in all the affaits of the church,” and 
-feeing- that that rule of order and goyern- 
mem, which Chriſt bath erected in his 
churches, be ſtcadily and e. obſeryed 
and maintained. 


' Teathbers would:Gacen., at firſt. view, as 


"they ſtand in this lift' of the officers which 
- Chriſt hath. given his church, to bear ſome- 
hat the — relation to Paſtors, as Evan- 


9 9. geliſts . 


of Chriſtjanity; and ate * | 


great Head and Lord of the church now 


Paſtors wete thole officers. in the bunch 
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zeliſts did to the Apoſtles, and to be af the 
nan bf alli 3 to them in preaching 


the Goſpel, and. .who, without any. intereſt * 


in the rule and overnment of the church, 
might be 5 Y eſpecially to attend to, 
that part of miniſterial duty, the mipiſtry, 
of he word z and per 7 elem ya; wiſe, and, 

itable diſtinction of gifts might be — 
liacly furniſhed for it: . de teacheth, 
on teaching. 

But without entering into a particular 
diſcuſſion of the nature of theſe offices; 
whether. they were two, diſtinct offices in 
the primitive church, and if two, wherein, 
the diſtinction between them lay; or whe- 
ther (as ſome think) they. were only one 
and the ſame office, but deſcribed — twa 
names, to ſignify. the two diſtin Ce 
of the Paſtoral office, thoſe of feeding an 
governing the church: without, I fay, en- 
tering into a particular diſcuſſion of theſe 

about which learned men are fo 
myc divided ;. it is ſufficient for our pre- 
ſent, purpoſe to obſerve What our Lord's 
view was in the inſtitution of 40 


They gre for .the perfetting of the Saints, 


17 the work Ag the miniſtry, for the edify- 


ng \of, the * Chriſt: Till us all come 
1 1 1 1 faith, and of the knows 
5 e unto a perfett man, 


unt 0 


10 In Top Me. 


unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the ful⸗ 
neſs of Chriſt. They are fot the edifying the 
body of Chriſt, in knowledge, faith, ho- 
linefs, and comfort, til we come to the 


tate of perfect men in him. Till we 


come to that ſtate and world where, and 


where only, we ſhall be advanced above 


the uſe, becanſe above the want of mi: 
niſters and ordinances, in a perfection 8 
knowledge, holineſs; and bleſſedneſs for 
evermore. | 


What has been pow © ſaid concerning 


the ends for which Chriſt gave Paſtors to 


his church, plainly points out the qualifica- 
tions which ate neceſſary to be found in 
thoſe who are called to this facred office. 
They muſt be ſuch as hahe an aptheſs 'and 
ability to teach, and Akilt and wiſdom to 


manage the affairs of the church according 


to the rule which Chtiſt bath eſtabliſhe 
in it; that ſo the purity 6f Goſpel truth, 
and the beauty 1 worſhip and 
order, may be y of Colel and by boch 
the Aa be comforted and E 
And as I doubt not but that you, who are 


the members of this church, have had a 
regard to this in the choice you have 


lately made of one 70 gu out, and cume In 
© before you as your Paſtor ; = 1 would 


ay" 
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INTRODUCTION. 11 
deſire that one of your number would, in 
the name of the reſt, acquaint this Aſſem- 
bly, Who are come together to behold 
your faith and order, and the Paſtors and 
Miniſters of other churches, who are pre- 
ent at your dehire to aſſiſt you with our 
. and beſt advices, what ſteps you 

ve taken in order to that ſettlement which 
you are now about to perfect. 


Which! as accordingly done here, by one 
of the Deacons of the church,” 


- 


ons v0 Ie. 


As the church has been now repreſenting 
the ſteps which they have taken in order 
to their ſettlement with a proper perſon 
| them in the Paſtoral office; I would 
now deſire you, My Brother, whom the 
providence of God has directed their thoughts 
to for this purpoſe, to let us know in what 
light the call which the church gave you 
to this office, appeared to you, and what 
has determined your thoughts in a mat- 
ter that is confeſſedly of ſuch importance 
to you and them. Bhs 


Which was accordingly dine here, by Mr. 
Gibbons. mw 6 * n Sh 


= I have 
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deſire that EN 255 
office in this church, would, in the pre- 
ſence, of God. and his. peaple,,, a 

and ſummary tiof: 38 | 
ſeveral articles of ſcri pture-dodtrine ; ; 2 
ſo other churches Ek. with the more fa- 


zisfaction maintain cpmmynign wich this; 
5 up bom ht de COLTS 

Ather m pay, may 
with the ee e (5, Unite 
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of his Faith, which ts Path 11 
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It is with great ſatisfaction * we have 
ſeen the 1 5 ſteps which the church 
des taken in the call Nhich they gave our 
Brother before us to the Paſtoral, oflign, 
oon | G ol with 


| paid to what ſeemed to hi 
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(4 La, 3,0,00.6 5 en 13 
ie en eee end; which he 
the plain 
call of G: We bas likewiſe with eat 
fatigfatian, ſeen him C A gd an. 
Faſian before mam witneſſes, in giving 40 
Bs I — — - 
faith . ; ipertant ata of 

Nane ee | 


of him to. he Paste 
2 of the hands 


Which was accordingly done. 
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0 Heving proceeded" thus fir, eee recen! 
work of ine day will be, to unite in 

Hſennir prgyer t God, chat he would at- 

Wande wih his 2 Nhat Bas been this 


Miniſtefs, wh N. 
Sued ie thoſe ere i 


des, to add a word 
A inſtruction and exhiortmtion, ſuitable to 
tho:Gcvalion. eenet Jo I 415008 ct . 
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Delivered at his OxDinaTiON 


By Twomas GIB ORS. 


into an Order, may be of Uſe (as they 
have always been uſed in the Church in 
all Ages) more diſtinctly to inform Others 
concerning our Sentiments z provided, 
they be avowed. to be looked upon but 
as a Menſura menjurata, reſerving unto 
the Scriptures the:Honour of being only 
the Menſura menſurans ; and ſo that we 
only own them as" agreeable to the Scrip- 
tures : And that for the Things we be- 


lieve them with @ Degree of Aſent pro- 


portionable to their greater or leſs Evi- 


dence. 
| Mr. Howe on the Carnality 
of Religious Cuntention. 
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Hahn iſiv 51 vn hot | 
n july cxpated Men e 
ne 1 frould make Confellion 
of tho Doctrines which are 
N 22 7. Ft 4 the real Sentiments of my Heart 
My TI Nee * | 
men nintedd to maintain an preach. 
to othet in the [Qourie of my Miniſtry, | 
I actordingly, do this Day, under gn hum- 
bling Senſe of my own Imperfectiong and. 


Liableneſs to Miſtake, and yet with a ſos 


lemn Appeal to that God, whoſe Eye 
ſearches, and examines into the Depths bt 5 
my Soul; deelare fein tbe Preſence, of God, 
Angels and Men, that the Doctrines ana | 
fallen af0H0Re7 Tuned en ort 
IR Dia Kae 59G 5 
1 * am convineed by the Evidenes: cle 
rived from the Light of Nature, and the Y 
great and wonderful ces where- 
with I am ſurrounded that there is One, 
and Que Only, -Spititual; Inviſible, Eter- 
nal, Spee, Selk eniſtent, and Infinite 
Gee ern Almighty 


Power, 


. 


_ 4 Confiſſn of Fair, © 
Power, Ange Haldi6, 'Inflexible lat. 


In a Word, 


bie Truth, and Faithfulneſs. 


that he is the Poſſeſſo and Fountain of all 


- Excellence and 27 5 2 e 


a her sen N a 10 S8 4 = 


to move and ine there with conſtant 
mony and Glory ; che mighty Globe. 'of 
Earth filled with various Kinds, and 
metable Multitudes of Bhabitantg; ch e 

per and plentiful Proviſion made wth 
Suſtenanct, and Comfort; the re 
neeafy, Þ Revolutions ef Su 


ſhorter ' . | Succefiotig: of = 
and Night; and eſpecially this Chief uf 
Wonders, ra Manes Piece of the Creation, 
Man, confiſting of 4 material Body. of cu- 
rious, abd — Structure, and a Spi- 
nit of amazing 


more daily and conſpicuous Wonders abun- 
dantly proclaim the Eternal Power and God- 
head of the great Maker,” Nala and 
Proprietor of ll 5 gien | 

II. But though the! Works of Onto 
and Providence are/ Witneſſes for the Exif 
tence and Perfections of the Deity, yet for- 
a more clear and diſtinct Knowledge .of! 
_ God i is in Himdelf,” 'of tho-clief and/ 


por 2 * 
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tice, Inexhauſtible Goodnefs, and Tramuta- * 


r. 75 bang nd 
Wicter Sebck Time ant Harveſt; the 


Powers of Underſtanding, | 
Wii, and Affections; with a Thoufind- 


a _—_— ck CCR 


Us 


uf Confeſſion of Fartu. 19 
| Articles of Religion, and of the 
various, and moſt: pAyerfl Obligations to 
1 7 I believe we are indebted to the Light 
« Verbal Revelation from God: And to 
ſack a Revelation are we obliged for any 
Knowledge at all of the Operations of the 


Power and Grace of God in Behalf of fal- 


len Men: And from thence only can Sin- 
ners attain ſolid of divine Forgive- 


| neſs and Acceptance. Such a Revelation 
bas God graciouſly vouchſafed, and is only 
to be found in the Writings * Old 


and New Teſtament.  _'; 
III. The Purity of the Precep 2 ral. 
ney of, the Promiſes, the Teer of the | 
and, in a Word, the Spiritu- 
4 — of the Matter contained in the Bible; 
the Conſideration: alſo of the Characters of 


the inſpired Penmen ; the punctual Acconi- 


pliſhment of Propheſies in general, and of 

thoſe in lar which relate to the Con- 
ing of the Meſſiah and the preſent State 
of the Jews ;. together with — ſtrong and 
invincible Evidence of Miracles, and the 
Preſervation of the ſacted Volumes through 


the Rage and Flames of Perſecution ſafe 


to theſe later Ages, prove to me that the 


two Parts of Scripture, the Old and New 
Teſtament, are two Tables, containing the 


divine Mind and Will, engraven by the di- 


vine Finger, and given us from God Himſelf, 
inge „and gi IV, The 


0 4 Conf fir of ele 


IV. he 
tounded with all thoſe! Proofs/ and Atteſta. 


to have the moſt holy*Reverence it, 
and an equal Regard: ſhewn to both its 
Parts. Seripture I eſtetm the Standard, 
and Directoty of my Faith, and Practice. 
All Doctrine and — which are not 
drawyn from this Fountain, or that 
will not bear the Examination of this di- 
vine Light, I deſire at once to —_— 
and reject; but whatſoever, reſpecting ei- 

they Belief or Duty, is written in this . 


cred Pages, I defire may he tranſcribed into 
my Heart, and Soul; ever remembering 


What is the cloſing Thunder of the Book 
of God. Vany Nan ſball take away from 
the Word: of the Book» of this Prophecy 
22 take away bis Part out -of the qi is of 
Life, and out of tbe boly City, and 
rhe Things which are written in this Book. * 
V. 'The following Doctrines therefore, 
hich; after frequent and diligent Read- 
ing and Searches, in a nce upon Il- 
lumination' and Guidance from above, I 
cannot but conclude are the genuine Truths 
of Scripture; I can readily ſubſcribe as the 
Articles of my Faith, and pray that I may 


| more and i more- EINE" them as the 
cConſtant 


Der 


® Rev. xxii. 19. ing bio. - (41S 0 1 
1 . a 3 


re, as it 3 
tions of having God for its Author, ought - 


G 


Dr . . r / . IR” oO 7 
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* conftant; and- . 


F 


lere ig but One God, 1 believe that the 


conceive the Manner how Three Perſons 


are uniyerſally believpd 


(+ | 


A ers. a7 
ing Spriogs: of my Holineſs, 


VI. I here there dme Thees who: bear | 
Record in Heaven, the Father, the Son, 


and the Holy Ghoſt. | Each of the Three 


having Perſonal Characters and A 
aſcribed to them in Sctipture, muy there · 
fore with Proptiety be called Perſons, but 
yet as Reaſon and te aſſure me 


Three Perſons are One God, equal in Po- 
er, and Glory. | The: Imperfection of a 
Creature, and eſpecially: of Man, a lower 
and ſinful Creature, may not be able to 


ſhould be One God, but ſo long as the di- 
vine Attributes of Eternity, and 1 
, notwithſtanding 
they have — and. Depths in them 
neyer to be comptehended and fathomed 


by our+ ſhallow: and finite Capacities, I ſee. 


no Reaſon why the Doctrine of the Trini- 
ty, the clear and frequent Revelation, of 
deripture, ſhould be rejected, which) ap- 
pears to have no harder er- \ying 


againſt jt. 
re "chat. all 


VII. 1 learn from, Scriptu 
Things are foreſeen, and foreordained by 
God,-and that no Event, ever takes Place in 
the Natural or Moral World in all the Ages 
f Time and Eternity, but what was = 

{- 


* 
# ® „ . . 
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A Confeſſion of Fairht. 
'Dverlaſting the Object 
ſight, and de Matter of the divine Decree, 
| 2e trons the Teſt 

that God has choſen 


Nutuber of Mankind to be Heits of eber. 
laſting 


Glory without any Regard 
future Faith and Obedience as Cauſes exci- 
ting him thereto: And that he has de- 
tertnined to ſuffer the Reſt; who are not 
Included in the Election of Grace, to be 
the awful Monuments of his Wrath, and 


Vengeance, as the juſt. Conſequence, and 


Defert of their own Sin. e are bound 
70 give Thanks always to God for you, Bre. 


bath from the Beginning choſen you to Salua- 
ton through Santtification of the Spirit, and 


of the Truth, 


— endured with much Long- e "ts 


a of Wrath, fitted to Dofruttion't 
Nl. It pleaſed God in che 


By ne Word of his Power to call forth - 
ti Creation from Nothing: Then was it 


that the Arches of the Heavens were raiſed; 
then did the Earth ariſe into Being, and 
de Ne was hung upon Nothing; 
Chaos, yet afterwards! was made a fair and 
beautiful Frame, a wide, and glorions Thea- 


2 Theſ. ii. 13. + Rom. ix. 22. 


of the divine Fore. 


— 


to their 


lun, | Beloved of the' Lord; Haaſe: God | 


bat God, willing 
bis Wrath, and to make bis Power 


at firſt. a rude and deſolate 


a rr r 


| Image" of hs holy . 


nothing was there in Man unworthy of God! 
either to confer, or approve: T believe that 


1 


__# Onfiſin of Faru. 23 
tre fit dr the Diſplay! ef the Wiſdors, 
Power, and Gdodneſi of the Creator. And 
therefore the/ great Maker upon' the Suri 
of ine Works of _— pronou 
them And God '/aw every 
that e er He, it d 
good.” Tt is Nat a 1 

IX. Amongſt the wry 2G'ths /Creatiifa 
and at the Head of this lower Won on 
created Man; bis Body! was taken and 
peer of the Cn ED 
dn ! Corruption, orrality 
—— with'it. But he became 2 
2 reaſonable,” and immortal Soul /b | 
breathing" into bim of the Breath ny our 


And as his Soul was given _—_ 
Breath of the A Ri tha the 
wine Author 


it. The Underianding was Light, the- 


Rectitude, a e eee 


barmonious and perfectly holy. In a Word, 


Man ad the Law of God written in his' 
Heart, and ſuperadded to it, received a di- 
vine Command not to eat of the Tree f 
Knowledge of Good, and Evil, n e 
his conforming Himfelf to, or his Violi- 


W eee 


. 1 31. + Gen. i. 3. 


% A un , Far. 
the Freſence, and Favour, or the 1 Q 
nion; and Enjoyment of his Gd. | 
X. I believe that as Adam was the Root; 
Þ.he was the Repreſentative-'of All Man- 
kind; and that the Conſequences of bis 
lence. or dience during his Time | 
of Trial were to extend through all bis Po- % 
ſterity : As therefore by his Apaſtacy be | 
brovght Himſelf under the divine Con- 
demnation; loſt his primitive, and original 
Righteouſneſs, and introduced univerſal Cor- 
raftion? and Depravity ovet the Powers of 
bis Saal, fo; we his wretched, Deſcendants | 
are. thapen! in Iniquity, and cohteived in | 
28 born, Heirs. of. Wrath. and Chil- 
dien off Diſobediengg mee. 

KI; Man having: put Himſelf out of Ca- 
 pacity of obtaining Life and Happineſs: by! 
the Covenant of Works, God Was pleaſed 
to eeal a Covenant of Grace made 'befors: 
the World. degan with the Lord Jſus as the 
feaderal Head . of. his People, wherein free 
Pardon and Salvation are proclaimed thro. 
Faith. in his Blood, and the powerful and 
regenetating Influences of = Holy Spirit 
arg promiſed to ſuch as are the Veſſels 
choſen to Glory, by which they are en- 
bled favingly-to believe and give themſelves 
up to the Lord in a — Covenant 


never to be Wr the Lord engaging 


1 2 to 


* 


— 


8 
— — 


* K we + 
- 


WW. 


— "% 
* - — 

- — 

— o 1 0 1 


—_—_— 


om O90 GC WF 


% A ue of Farrs, 2g 
n eee eee . 


. 


XII. 1 beers, qentalion to Eternal Co- 
veridht. between the Father, and Himſelf, 
that the Son of God, the Seseßd Perſon. in 
the Ever-bleſſed Trinity, when the Fulgeſs 
of Time for his Incarnation was come, 
him the Human Nature under 
its many and painful Infirmities, Sin only 
excepted ; {a that two Natures. are united 
in the: Perſon of Chriſt ; and hence He he- 
comes an able and ſuitable Mediator to 


reconcile between God, the offended Ma- 


zeſty of Heaven, and Man, the guilty. Of- 
fendet and Rebel againſt his Lenden Go- 
vernant. 59 

XIII. I am taught from Scripture chat 
Chriſt, as he was made under, ſo he mag- 
nified; and made honourable the holy Law 
we had broken: by a Life: of ſinleſs, and 
ect Obedience; that he endured in our 


Naom the Puniſhment due to our Sins, and 
that Juſtice has at the Hands of the Surety 


received a full Satisfaction; ſo that upon 
cloſing with Chtiſt the Sinner is actually 
mates, diſcharged from Guilt, reconcil- 


ed to God, and has a Title given him to 
everlaſting Life. and Glory, | 
XIV. I believe that Chriſt died, was 
backts; roſe again, 98 into Heaven, 


and 


| . Jer. I. 5. 
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26 A Confeſſion of Fair f. 
and is now interceding at the Throne above 
for the Application, to all ſuch whom the 

Father has given him, of all thoſe Bleſ- 
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ſings which were the Purchaſe of his Obe- 
dience and Sufferings. . 
| XV. I believe hat all wel who are 
eſtinated to Eternal Life, by the 
— of the Holy Ghoſt, are effe 1 
called out of a Death of Sin to the Life 
of Holineſs: That their Underſtandings are 
enlightened, their Wills renewed, their Af. 
fections ſpiritualized; and, in a Word, that 
ſo great a Change takes Place upon them 
by the Power of the Holy Spirit, that they, 
who were ſunk in Earthly-mindedneſs and 
Carnality, and were deſcribed as nothing bet - 
ter than Fleſh, are quickened, and reſtored 
to a Newneſs and Spirituality of Life, and 
are ſaid, ſo great is the Change that paſſes 
upon them, 76 be born Spirit of the Spirit.“ 
XVI. I believe that whoſoever are ef- 
fectually called are juſtified, and that not 
by any Works or Obedience of their own, 
but only for the Sake of the Righteouſneſs 
of Jeſus Chriſt; which Righteonſneſs is 
made over to, and received by us upon 
our Believing, and Acceptance of him. 
XVII. I believe that all who are juſt 
fied are adopted into the Family of Hea- 
ven: Leaving the Dominion of the * 


® Joh. iii. 6. 
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; * confaſſun of FAITR. 27 
of Darkneſs, they enter into the glorious 


Liberty of the Children of God: They are 
no longer Foreigners and Strangers, but 


become Fellow-Citizens of the New FJeru- 


ſalem; and have no- leſs honourable, and 


glorious Appellations than Heirs of Goa, 
and Foint-heirs with Chriſt. * 

X VIII. I believe that they who are adopt- 
ed are ſanctiſied. The Spirit of Holineſs and 
Power, who has begun the good Work, con- 
tinues his Influences to maintain and promote 
it: The Old Man is Day by Day p 
and decaying; the New Man Day by Day 
ſtrengthening and renewing: And thus, as 
the Foundation of Holineſs was laid at ef- 
fectual Calling, the Superſtructure is by De- 

s rifing and advancing in our Sanctifi- 
cation, till at length Believers grow up into 
an holy Temple in the Lord. 

XIX. Saving Faith is a Grace, not of 
our own Production, but wrought i in us by 
the Influence of the Holy Spirit. It not 
only includes an Aſſent to the Doctrines 
revealed in the Goſpel, and particularly to 
this fundamental Truth, that Chriſt the Son 
of God is the Sacrifice and Atonement for 
Sin; but by Faith we make Choice of 
him, and upon him build our Eternal 
Hopes of Forgiveneſs and Acceptance with 


God, 
| D 2 AR. Re- 
* Rom. viii. 17. 


8 A Confefion of Fal Tu, 
XX. Repentance is a Grace implanted 


in us by the Power of the Spirit of God, 
28 whereby, after we haye had the Eye of 


_ Undetſiandings divinely enlightened ta 


{behold our Iniquities in their Demerit, 


Numbers, and Aggravations, we with 


hearty and painful Shame and Abhorrenge 


determine no longer to live in the Practice 


and Indulgence of them, but, as divine 
Grace ſhall enable us, to be denying all 
Ungodlineſs, and worldly Lufts, and to live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and dach in the preſent 
evil World ; * to cleanſe ourſelves from' the 
Pollutions of Fleſh, and Spirit, and perfels 
Holineſs in the Fear of God. + 
XXI. Though our good Works are ut- 
terly inſufficient to obtain Salvation for us, 
«<9 are to bear no Part in our Juſtifica- 
tion, yet whereſoever that Faith, which is 
'of the Operation of God, has taken Root 
in the Soul, it will be productive and abun- 
dant in the Fruits of Righteouſneſs. By 
good Works, they are the Words of the 
Aſſemblies. Confeſſion in which I heartily 
agree, Believers manifeſt their Thankfulneſs, 
Strengthen their Aſſurance, edify their Bre- 
thren, adorn the” Profeſſion of the 727 8 op 
the Mouths of Adver/aries, and glorify G 
whoſe Workmanſhip they are ordained _ 
unto, that having their Fruit unto Holineſs 
they 
Tit. ji. 12. + 2 Cor. vii. 4. 
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A Confeſſion of Farrx. 2 
they may have the End Eternal Liſe. 8o 
that we may make the ſame Demand, 5 
return the ſame Anſwer with the Apoſt] 
Do we then make. void the Law og 
Faith? God forbid : Yea, we eftabliſh the. 
Law. The Tables of the Moral Law are 
4h and not broken by the Croſs of 
Chri 
XXII. I believe that in whomſoever God 
bas begun the good Work he will perform it 
until the Day of Feſus Chriſt ; + a= that 
the Path of the Fuſt is as the Morning Light, 
which ſhines more and more unto a perfect 
Day. $ The Love, the Promiſe, the Ho- 
nour of Chriſt, to ether with the intimate 
and vital Union which He has obtained be- 


tween Himſelf, and People, confirm my 


Belief of this comfortable Truth. Nor can 
I queſtion but the Seal of God's Covenant 
has Everlaſting for its Inſcription, fince it 
is expreſsly called, an Bverlaſiing Covenant, 
ordered in all Things, and ſure. |. 

XXIII. I believe from the Progreſs and 
Improvement of Sanctification, and from 
the Light, and Evidence the Spirit of God 
ſpreads over his own Work in the Soul, a 


| joyful Aſſurance may be derived by the 
People of God of their final Salvation and 


Glory. 


„Rom. iii. 31. + Phil 1.6: 5 Prov. iv. 18. 
t 2 Sam. Xii. 5. a | 
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30 A Confeſſion of Fartn. 
Glory. * For we know that if our earthly 
Houſe of this Tabernacle was difſokved, ue 
have a Building of God, an Houſe not made 
with Hands, Eternal in the Heavens. But 
no means would I affirm that Aſſurance 
is of the Eſſence of Faith, or that none 
are true Believers, but ſuch as are aſſured 
of preſent Grace, and future Glory ; fince 
it is ſaid in another Part of Scripture ; In 
whom alſo, after that ye believed, ye were 


fealed with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe. + 


XXIV. I believe that all ſuch, whereſo. 
ever they are diſperſed abroad in the World, 
whoſe Faith and Practice are conformable 
to the Goſpel -of Chriſt, are the Catholic 
Church of Chriſt; and that He, and He 
only is the Head of it : So that whoſoever 
exalts Himſelf, and preſumes to take Part 
in the Dominion with him, is no other 
than an Anti-Chriſt, intrenching upon the 
divine Prerogative, and lording, and uſurp- 
ing over God's Heritage. 

XXV. A ſelect Number of Chriſtians 
uniting, and engaging to walk together in 
all the Commandments, and Ordinances of 
the Lord, to ſtrengthen each other's Hands, 
to bear each other's Burdens, and promote 
each other's ſpiritual Intereſts, are, under 
the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, a Church of Chriſt : 
And for the Perfecting of the Saints, for the 

| Work 


© 2 Car. v. 1. + Eph. i. 13. 
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A Confeſfion of Fartn, qt 
Work of the Miniſtry, and for the Edifying 
of the Body of Chriſt, I believe Chriſt has 
pointed Paſtors, and Teachers to/preach 
the Word, to be inſtant in Seaſon, and out 
of Seaſon, to reprove, rebuke, and exhort 
with all Long-ſuffering, and Doctrine. And 
as one neceſſary and eſſential Branch of a 
Paſtor's Duty, he is to adminiſter the two 
Sacraments which Chriſt has ordained to 
be obſerved in his Churches to the End of 
the World; I mean Baptiſm, and the Lord's- 
S_ 
XXVI. Baptiſm is an Ordinance appoint- 
ed by Chriſt, wherein by the external Waſh- 
ing of Water in the Name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, is ſignified 
our Admiſſion into the viſible Church, the 
Purging of our Conſciences from dead 
Works by the Blood of Jeſus, and the 
Renovation of our Natures by the Influen- 


ces of the Holy Spirit, which, as pure Wa- 


ters the Body, ſanctify, and cleanſe the 
Soul. And fince the Old Teſtament Diſ- 
penſation cannot be thought to include a 
greater Extent of Privilege than that of 
the Goſpel, I believe that the Infants of. - 
Believing Parents are proper and appointed 
Subjects of Baptiſm. And it is evident that 
the Premiſe reached as far after, as before 
Chriſt's Coming in the Fleſh, ſince it is 

N expreſsly 


42 A Confeſſion of Fart. 
expreſsly ſaid ;' * The Promiſe rs unto w 
a6 to your Children. 
XXVII. The Lord's-Supper is a Sera 
ment ordained by Chriſt to keep alive the 
Believer's | 
brance of the Obedience, and Sufferings of 
his Lord. The Breaking of Bread is a pro- 
per 'and lively Repreſentation of his Body 
wounded; and crucified for us. And the 
Pouring out of Wine excites our joyful 
Commemoration of our ſuffering, and dy- 
ing Saviour, who, that we mi A 40 
Eternal Condemnation, and Death, might 
be diſcha from Guilt, and be adyan- 


| ed to a ſpiritual, and lorious Life, and 


Immortality, offered Himfelf up as a bleed- 
ing Sacrifice for our Sins. Thus recoghi- 
zing the Love of their Saviour, Believers 
chetiſh; and increaſo their own Faith, Hope, 
and Joy in Him; and by every freſh Repe- 
tition of their Duty, they lay Themſelves 
under a voluntary Bond, and e to 

new and 0 54 Obedience. 
XXVII. I believe that at Death our 
Bodies ſhall return to the Duſt whence 
they were taken, and there ſee Corruption; 
but that our Souls, when the Veil of Fleſh 
is rent, ſhall aſcend to God who gave them ;- 
ſhall have an immediate and unalterable 
Sentence to Eternal Life or Death pro- 
#» nounced 


Acts ii. 39. 


grateful, and affectionate Remem- 


A Conftſfion of Fart, 33 
hounced upon them, and accordingly be 
admitted into the Paradiſe of God, or ſent 
down to be tormented with the Devil, and 
his Angels. L 
XXIX. Scripture aſſures me that God- 
has appointed a Day wherein he will judge 
the World in Righteouſneſs by Jeſus Chriſt: 
At that awful delightful Period, at preſent 
locked up in the divine Counſels, but 'ere 
long to take Place in full Accompliſhment, 
the Sun ſhall be covered with Darkneſs; 
the Moon turned into Blood, the Stars of 
Heaven ſhall fall, the Elements ſhall melt 
with fervent Heat ; this viſible Firmament 
of Heaven ſhall open, roll up, and paſs a- 
way with a great Noiſe : The judge ſhall 
deſcend on his Throne, arrayed with unut- 
terable Majeſty and Glory : Myriads of the 
Angelic Hoſts ſhall accompany their God; 
and be the Heralds to prepare his Way. 
The awful Trumpet ſhall be blown; its 
Alarm ſhall penetrate, and ſound through 
all the Caverns of the Earth, and to the 
Depths and Bottoms of the Sea; thence 
ſhall awaken all the Millions of the Dead, 
ſome of whom were for long Thouſands of 
Years entombed, and engulphed beneath: 
Bone ſhall come to its Bone, Fleſh to its 
Fleſh, each particular Soul know and rejoin 
Its forrher Body. The Judgment ſhall be 
ſet; the Books opened; Righteous and 
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44. A Canfeſfion of Farr, | 
Wicked ſhall be gathered and ſtand before 
the divine Tribunal. Depart ye Curſed 
ſhall be the Doom uttered, in Sounds more 
terrible than thoſe of Thunder, to the Un- 


godly and Sinners. Welcome ye Bleſſed of 


my Father into my Arms, and Glory, ſhall 
be the gentle Voice of the Saviour to his 
Saints, Hell's unfathomable Abyſs ſhall be 
opened in Smoke, and Darkneſs, Sulphur, 

and Flame; at once ſhall the whole World 
of the Wicked be driven, and ſwallowed up 
in it. The unpaſſable Gulph ſhall be fix- 
ed; Hell's Mouth ſhall again be cloſed, and 
cloſed for ever. The Saints with joyful 
united Hallelujah's, and Hoſanna's upon their 
Harps, and Tongues, ſhall return in trium- 
phant Procefſion with their dear Redeemer 
to the Heaven of Heavens; and inſtead of 
being involved in a like Ruin, ſhall be enrol- 


led amongſt the Inhabitants, and Citizens of 
the New Teruſalem, and triumph together 


with them in Eternal Glory. 
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PHIL. i. 9, 10, II. 
And this T pray, that your Love may abound 


yet more and more in Knowledge, and in 
ail Judgment; that. ye may approve 
Things that are excellent ; that ye may be 
fincere, and without Offence till the Day 
of Chriſt ; being filled with the Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs, which are by Feſus Chriſt 
unto the Glory and Praiſe of God. 


As Prayer is a great Part of the 
Work and Duty of this Day ; 
that excellent one, contain'd in 
theſe Words, is the beſt Direc- 
tory, that I know of, for 
the preſent ſolemn Occaſion : It leads our 
Thoughts to a Cluſter of the moſt defira- 
ble and important Bleſſings, that are to be 
continually ſought, and purſued with Vi- 
gour, in the Uſe of all proper Means, by 
every Chriſtian, and every Church of Chriſt; 
and is the great Apoſtle's Prayer for the 
Church at Philippi, together with its Biſbops 
and Deacons, as appears from Ver, 1. 
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38 The SERMON. 
» Biſhops or Overſeers, as the Word (ene. 
am ligniſies, ig, in Scripture-Uſe, of the 
ſame Import with Paſtars or Elders, as is 
evident, among other Places, from Acts xx. 
17, 28; where we are told that the Apo- 
ſtle, having called together he Elders of the 

Church at Epheſus, ſaid to them, Take heed 
unto yourfehyes, and to all the Flock, (this, 
in Alluſion to the Office of a Shepherd, car- 
ries the Idea of a Paſtoral Care of the 
Church) over which (lays the Apoſtle) the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, (which 
is the very ſame Word, that in Phiſip. i. 1. 
and ſeveral other Places, our Tranſlators 
have rendered Biſhops) to feed the Church 
of God ; where we have a further Refe- 
rence to Paſtoral Work, whether we take 
it with relation to their feeding the Peo- 
ple of God with Knowledge and Under- 
amding, as Paſtors according to his. own 
Heart, which he- promiſed to give them; 
or take it, as the Word (aun) is likewiſe 
ſometimes uſed, and is tranſlated, Mat. ii. 6, 
Rev. ii. 27. and xix. 15. for ruling or go- 
verning the Church of God, which he hath 

urchaſed with his own Blood. 

Theſe Elders or Biſhops were the Paſtors 
of particular Churches, as that was at Ephe- 
ſas, and as thoſe: were, of which it is ſaid, 


that 


Jer. iii. 15. 


Rene ² ö A 
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that the Apoſtles ordained. Elders in every 
Church z and we often find, that theſe 
Terms, Elders and Biſhops, were promiſcu- 
ouſly uſed one for the other; and that their 
Qualifications, Work and- Office were the 
fame; as particularly, when the Apoſtle 
was deſcribing the Character of thoſe Elders, 
that Titus was to ordain in every City, he 
tells him, they were to be blameleſs; and to 
enforce it adds, For @ Biſbop muſt be blame- 
leſs ; which plainly ſhews, that by an Elder 
and a Biſhop he meant the very ſame Thing, 
otherwiſe there could be no Force in the Ar- 
gument, that an Elder ſhould be blameleſs, 
becauſe a Biſhop muſt be ſo, eſpecially if 
the laſt were a ſuperior Order to the firſt. 
And the Apoſtle Peter exhorted the Elders 
of the Churches, to which he wrote, 70 feed 
the Flock of God, taking the Overſight there- 
of, + (#19me#]e;) which, according to the Ge- 
nius of our Tranſlation, ſhould have been 


rendered biſboping, or performing the Office 


of a Biſhop in it; only this would too ap- 
Py have led the Engliſb Reader to 
rehend, that all the Biſhop's Work was 
x- be fulfilled by the Elders. 
However, in the Church at Philippi, and 
in that at Epheſus, there were more than 
one, who are ſpoken of under the Title of 


Biſhops, in each of them. And great Pains 
have 


Acts xiv. 23. + 1 Pets v. 1, 3. 
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have been taken, upon the moſt uncertain 
Conjectures, by the Learned Dr. Hammond, * 
and others, to find out a Collection of the 
Dioceſan Biſhops of the Proconſular Afa; at 
Epheſus z and a Metropolitan, with his Dios 
ceſans of Macedonia, at Philippi: But as I 
can find noMetropolitans, or Diocefans in the 
New Teſtament ; ſo, were there any ſuch 
in Alia, it is ſcarcely to be thought, that 
there was Time enough for calling them to- 
gether to meet the Apoſtle Paul, who on 
z ſudden ſent for the Elders of Epbeſus to 
come to him at Miletus, when he was only 
paſſing by in Haſte on his Journey to Feru- 
falem, as appears from Acts xx. 16, 17. 
And his ſending to Epheſus, and calling the 
Elders of the Church, plainly intimates, that 
it is meant of the Elders of that Church only. 
As to Philipp, the Current of Anti- 
quity runs againſt its being the Metropolis 
of Macedonia; but gives that Dignity to 
Theſſalonica. + And it is very evident from 
** 

* 'See his Note on Philip. i. 1. + Dr. Whithy, iu 
his Note on this Place, has ſhewn; with abundant Evidence, 
that Theſ/alonica was the Metropolis of Macedonia; and 
that when Philippi is called (as our Tranſlation has it; 
AQ. xvi. 12.) the Chief City of that Part of Macedonia 
(pan vnc pwiptdos Ths Maxedoas ons) the Meaning is 
not, that it was the Chief City of the Province, but th# 
firft City of that Part of Macedonia, which they, that came 


from Thrace thither, touched at. And we may add, that 
Pbilippi's being called a Colony (Act. xvi. 12.) is far from 


proving it to have been the Metropolis of Macedonia, or of 
| any 


the SER MON. _ 
the Inſotiption of this Epiſtle, that it was 
wrote to the Biſhops and Drarons, as well 
is to the Saints in Chrift Jeſus that ordi- 
narily refided at Philip. Accordingly Dr. 
Whitby owns, that by the Biſhops at Phi- 
lippi are meant the Preſbyrers there ; tho' he 
diſtinguiſheth them from their proper Bi- 
ſhop, which he ſuppoſes was Epaphrodrtns. 
Upon the whole, it ſeems to me to be 
moſt eaſy and natural to ſuppoſe, either 
that, ſome urgent Circumſtances requiring 
it, there were Joint-Paſtors of equal Degree, 
as well as Order, in one and the ſame 
Church; or that ſuch fated Aſiſtants, as 
were egual with the Paſtor in Order, tho 
not in Dzg#ez, and ſo had Power, with 
the Paſtor's Conſent; or in his Abſence, to 
8 all the Duties of his Function, are 
ere included under the Term Biſbops: And 
I conſeſo I rather incline to the laſt of theſe 
pinions ; becauſe I think it appears pretty 
— from the earlieſt Wii after the 
Apoſtles, ſuch as Clemens Romanus, Igna- 
tius, Polycurp, and Fuſtin Martyr, and after 
them Cyprian, * and others, that there wete 
F only 
any one Province of it, as Dr. Hammand would have it: 
For it ſeems very fanciful to imagine, that every Colony 
muſt needs he a Metropolis ; fince in ſome Provinces there 
were many Colonies. Vid. Strab. Geogr. Lib. 5. p. 216, 
117. Lat. Par. 16200. 42 
| * Clemens Remanis indeed ſpeaks of more Biſhops than 
me in x Church, which I take to be meant in the ger 
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42. The SER M ON. 
only tu different Orders of Chutch-Of. 


ficers, viz. Biſhops or Paſtors, and Deacons ; 


and that there was, ſtrictly ſpeaking, only 
one Biſhop or Paſtor to a Church or Con- 
gregation, which met together in one Place 
for the Worſhip of God ; and but one 
Church to a Biſhop. From hence alſo it 
appears, that if either of thoſe Writers at 
any Time mention Preſbyters with, and in 
Diſtinction from, Biſhops, it is to be un- 
derſtood of ſuch Sort of Aſſiſtants: And 


| theſe might be the more needful for the 
Churches at the firſt Plantation of the Goſpel 


| in 
Senſe ; becauſe he often uſes the Terms, Biſbops and Preſ: 
byters or Elders promiſcuouſly, as of the ſame Import ; and 


mentions only two Orders, viz. Biſhops and Deacons, as 


conſtituted by the Apoſtles. Ka yopas uv Kat mokeis u- 
pee, u Nie Tas amagy as avTwv, dN H¹Eluiſes Tw 
av ut]tyeis £T1TKOTES Kell I 1akaves T- [EANOVTWV rig te. Kal 


T#]o o A, e Y dn Torarwv Ycovev tysſpanlo ep ,- 


KOTwV N νννν,⁰ν ] &. A. — K Of TOS ONM WAV s ſnacα 
Jet Ts Kupts nor Ino Xpisu ors 86s ss er v opualos 
Ins erianorng d ie TauTHhV &V THWW aitjiav Teo ſVworm Dh e 
6, KATESNOAV T65 7 εν¾n bug, xc (LET U erm ον d- 
Junccuu, onus tc noumnduen, du EFI, % u 
#40 j15v0t ee THY AETERYIQY AUT WV. —— ur Tols 


esoCuTepors. Clem. Rom. Epiſt. 1, ad Corinth. F 42. 44- 
57. apud Coteler. Patr. Apoſt. pag. 170. 171. 178. vol. 1. 


Accordingly Polycarp ſpeaks of Preſbyters and Deacons, as 
the two Sorts of Officers that were to be ſubmitted to. Tæo- 
Tas Tours Tos mpeoCuTeptrs kat draxovaus. Epiſt. ad Philip, 
pag. 18. 4%. Oxon. 1644- 

The other ancient Writers above mentioned aflure us, that 


there was but one Bithop to a Church, that met together 
in one Place for Worſhip and Communion, and one ſuch 
Church to a Biſhop. Orme de o Town £5, tx ws pc aTd 
a ert mann 0700 Ae KpISE em, C701 file T's hs 
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in the Apoſtle's Days; becauſe either they, or 
the Paſtors were obliged, on one Occaſion or 
other, to attend the Apoſtles, or go on Meſ- 
ſages to or from them; as Epapbroditus did, 
who went to the Apoſtle Paul with the 
Church's. Benevolence, and was ſome Time 
with him, Chap. ii. 25. and iv. 18. and 
who, as ſome think with Dr. Vhitby, was the 
proper Paſtor of the Church at Philippi; 
tho' how juſtly may admit of Debate. 

Bat, be this as it will, this Church at 
Philippi was compleatly organized, as ha- 
ving its Biſhops and Deacons ; and they were 

| F 2 a Church 


eu. Mia tyag apf Ts Kuprs nun Inos Xptrs—as ev in- 
6e JUG a5 npiov, x eig £10 KOT @» ajuct Tw , CUTEpIE, 
x Tots draxovas. nat. Epiſt. ad Philad. pag. 93, 96. ibid. 
Kei TH 7 NAS A&Y/Ojprevnt NASpe TaYTAV Ka], Mn &:ypous 
Nuevo £74 To aulo guvenguors IVETH, pos as ic Moſs 
THY VeSE0 14) — TUET A) — Kill, ws apo gnuev, TAYTALEVY 
nao THS EUXNS, a WpT GepeT AI Keats ot Keats Ud\wp" Kal 0 
mer ws XN o xe WY ,t on Þuvzius avrw c- 
TT, & · A. Juſt. Martyr. Apol. 2. pag. 98. Paris 1630. 
Cyprian in his Account of this Matter ſays, Aliud al- 
tare conſtitui, aut ſacerdotium novum fieri, præter unum 
altare & unum ſacerdotium, non poteſt. Epiſt. 43. p. 229. 
Edit. 3. a Joh. Fell. Amſtelod. 1700. and 2 | 
ing of Cornelius, as rightful Biſhop of Rome, he ſays, Cum 
polt primum ſecundus eſſe non pollit, quiſquis poſt unum, 
qui ſolus eſſe debeat, factus eſt ; non jm ſecundus — ſed 
nullus eſt. Ibid. Epiſt. 55. p. 243.— Speaking of Biſhops, 
ordained by xy — Fa Ces jampridem per 
omnes provincias, & per urbes ſingulas ordinati ſint Epiſ- 
copi in ætate antiquo — ille ſuper eos creare alios pſeudo- 
epiſcopos audeat. Ibid. pag. 249. and at another Time. 
Neque enim aliunde hæreſes obortz ſunt, aut nata ſunt 
ſchiſmata, quam inde, quod ſacerdos Dei non obtempera- 
tur, nec unus in Eccleſia ad tempus —— cogitatur. Ibid. 


Fpiſt, 59. pag. 261, 
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a Church exceeding dear to the Apoſtle 
Paul, who ſent his afe&ionate Solutatians 
to them; bleſſed God for tbem; and bad 
great Confidence, that le, who jus þ be gun the 
— Work in them, (as the Apoſtle, in the 
Judgment of Charity, believed concerning 
them all,) would perform it until the Dag 
Jeſus Chriſt : And he could appeal to God, 
that he greatly longed after them all in © 
Bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, or with the moſt 
vehement and tender Affection to them, as 
Perſons, whom Chriſt loved ; and with a 
Fervour of Soul, in his touching Concern for 
their ſpiritual Proſperity, which reſembled 
Chriſt's own compaſſionate and ardent Love 
to them. An Account of theſe Things you 
have Ver. 2. —— 8. And it was from this 
his abundant Affection toward them, that 
he poured out his Heart for them, in that 
admirable Addreſs to God in our. Text, 
ſaying, And this I pray, that your Love 
may abound yet more and more in Knowledge, 


and in all Judgment, that ye may approve 


Things that are excellent ; that ye may 


ſincere, and without Offence till the Day of 
Chriſt ; being filled with the Fruits of Rig — 


ouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt 2 the 
Glory and Praiſe of God. 

This Prayer may, perhaps, be fitly e- 
pough divided into 2) principal Petitions: 
One is, That their Love might abound in 

| Knowledge 


RB. © K. © 


Knowledge and in all 5 ALLY 1 n On: 
tuen) unte their approving Wings that are 
excellent, as it may be rendered; and ſo 
oy Love's abound; ng in Knowledge and in 

all Fudgment may be conſidered, as having 
a Tendency and Influence unto heir ap- 
proving the Things, that are excellent: And 
its abounding yet more and more way. be 
conſidered, as 5 reſſive of the Degree, unto 
which the A alte deſired it might abound, 
even unto __ approvi ng Ti 21 s, that are 
excellent. The other Petition is, that they 
might be fincere, and without Offence till the 
Day of Chriſt ; bemg filled with Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs, which are by Feſus Chriſt unto 
the Glory and Praiſe of Gd; and ſo their 
being ſincere, and without Offence, may be 
confidered, as manifeſted and exemplified 


in their being filled with the Fruits of Righte- 


ouſneſs, &c. 

Or elſe, we may take the whole Prayer, 
as conſiſting of four diſtin& Petitions ; one 
of which naturally leads an, in an orderly 
Gradation, to x ix other, and which all to- 
gether make up the Apoſtle $ Requeſts for 
ſuch deſirable Bleſſings, as enrich, and put 
a beautiful Ornament upon the Perſons and 
Churches, that are favoured with them. 
Or we may conſider the three laſt, as ex- 

preſſive of the noble Ends, for which he 
prayed for Fs firſt; to that if their = 
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did but abound in 'Knowledge and in all 
Jadgment, that would bring on all the reſt, 

But, in which ever of theſe Lights we 
take the Connection of their Parts, they 
exhibit ſuch excellent and important Bleſ- 


ſings, as demand the Aim and Purſuit, De- 


fire and* Prayer of every Chriſtian, and of 
every Goſpel-Church, for themſelves and 
others: And it is with this View, that I 
now propoſe, by divine Affiſtance, to re- 
commend them to our ſerious Regards, and 
particularly to this Church of Chriſt, and 
to every Member of it. Let it therefore 
be your earneſt Concern and Prayer, 


I. That your Love may abound yet more and 
more in Knowledge, and in all Fudgment. 


With Reſpect to this, we may briefly 
obſerve the four following Things. 

I. The Love, which you ſhould be aſpi- 
ring after, is Chriftian Love. 

It is ſuch as proceeds from Faith, which 
works by Love, * and hath for its Objects 
God fac Chriſt, his Cauſe and Intereſt, his 
Truths, Ocdinances and Ways, his People 
and Seryants, together with all your Fellow- 
Creatures, for his Sake. Love to all theſe 
ſhould be cordial and fervent, and ſhould 
diſcoyer itſelf in every proper Operation, 
Fruit and Effect: As particularly, in your 

a Eſteem 


Gal. v. 6. 
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Eſteem and Choice of Chriſt for your Head 
and Saviour, Prophet, Prieſt and King, and 
of God in him for your Covenant God 
and Father; in your Defires after bim, De- 
light in bim, Devotedneſs to him, and Zeal 
for his Glory; in a firm Adherence to the 
great Doctrines of the Chriſtian- Revelation; 
in a correſpondent Walk before God in all 
holy Converſation and Godlineſs, and ac- 
cording to the Order of the Goſpel ; and 
in a kind benevolent Temper and Behavi- 
our towards all Men, and eſpecially toward 
them, who are of the Houſhold of Faith, * 
This is that Love, which every Way be- 
| comes the Chriſtian Character, and 7s the 
] " fulfilling of the Law : + This inſpires the 
= Soul with a chearful Diſpoſition for, and 
Activity in eeping God's Commandments, $ 
without counting them grievous : And this 
ſhould be particularly expreſſed among your- 
ſelves, in the moſt affectionate Manner, to- 
wards each other, and toward your reverend 
Paſtor, who is now ſet over you in the Lord. 
In your Temper and Conduct towards 
each other, See that ye be kindly affectioned 
one to another, with brotherly Love, in Ho- 
nour preferring one another: Let the Strong 
bear the Infirmities of the Weak among you; 


and every one of * ſeek to pleaſe his Neigb- 


bour 


CEC 


* Gal. vi. 10. + Rom, xi: 10, 5 1 Job. v. 3. 
Rom. xii, 10 


Reputation and Uſefultieſs, and honourably 
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Bout for bis Gobid e Büffet: * And #6: 


werber, that 5e are called to walle töge⸗ 
ther with all 1 


Corr, endung t6 keep the Unity of the 
rit in the Bond of Peace; and to ſpeak 


Jos lim in all Things, who is the He 


eben Chrift. + 


And as to your Regards to your worthy 


Paſtor, Let noe of you deſpiſe bis Touth ; 
but every one effeem bim very Bighly in 


Love, for bis Nos Sate; avid be af Pact 


among hour ſelues. 9 See to it that your Hearts 


unite in him; that you ſtudy his 's Comfort, 


and do all that in you lieth to ſtrengthen 


kis Hands, and to encourage him in his 


Work; and fhat ye ſhew forth your Love 


to him, by an harinonious Spirit among 
yourlelves ; by carneftly praying for him; 

oy 55 Kea) and dihyently attending his Mi⸗ 
niſtry ; by receiving the Inſtructions and Ad- 
monmiotis, which he, from Time to Time, 
may deliver to you in the Name of Chriſt; 
according to his Will; by ſubmitting to 
him in the Lord; and by ſupporting his 


providing fach a Maintefance fot him, as 
may free him from the Cares and Intuths 
brances 


Rom: xv. 1, 2. + Eph. iv. 2, 3, 15. 
I 


- 
$ 1 Theſ. v. 13. 


and Mee kneſi, with 
Tong. fufferitg, ſorbruriig one another in 


A= 


Trath in Love, that ye nity Kal, 
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brances of this World; may - raiſe his Cir- 
cumſtances above Contempt; and ſet him 
at Liberty fot attending wholly to his ſacred 
Charge, and employing all his Gifts and 
Graces, his Thoughts, Time, Strength and 
Labouts, in the Service of Chriſt, and of 
your Souls. But 
2. Your being Chureh-Members ſuppoſes, 
that you are 45740 Partakers of this Grace 
of Love, in ſome prevailing Degree. - 
The Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Church at 
Philippi as Saints in Chriſt Feſus, concern- 
ing whom he had Confidence, that God 
bad begun his good Work in them. * And 
his Prayer, that they might abound in Love 
yet more and more, plainly intimates, that 
he looked upon them, as already Partakers 
of that Chriſtian Grace, and as arrived at 
ſome confiderable Advances in it: And this 
indeed they had - manifeſted in the Teſti- 
mony they had given of their great Love 
to bimſelf, for Chriſt's and the Goſpel's 
Sake; in as much as they had ſhewn a 
moſt affectionate Care and Concern for 
him, and had contributed, with great Cheer- 
fulneſs and Liberality, for a comfortable 
Supply of his Wants; which he takes No- 
tice of with Abundance of Gratitude and 
n ww ah iv. 10,18, 
8 And 


® Ver. 2, 6. 
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of our dear Brother, who I truſt is come 
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And your Character, beloved in the Lord, 
as Chriſtians and Church-Members, ſuppoſes, 
that you are not Strangers to this excellent 
Grace, but that your, Hearts are already 


| ſeaſoned, with it; your Holy Profeſſion 


practically declares this, as well as ſtrongly 


obliges you to it; and, in the judgment of 


Charity, it is to be 3 that you ate, 
in Reality and Truth, what you profeſs to 
be: I is meet for me, as the Apoſtle ſaid 
of the Philippians, to think: this of you all. * 
Perſons, that have nothing of this, ought 
not to be Church- Members: For Love is 
the great Band of Union and Communion, 
in that ſpiritual Relation. But you, as a 
Church, have given evident Proof. not only 


that it hath a conſiderable Degree of Pre- 
valence: among you: The Praiſes of your 
Love to your former Miniſters are in all 


the Churches of the Saints round about you; 


your Steadfaſtneſs in the Faith of Chriſt, 


and Adherence to/the grand Truths of his 


Goſpel, which by a Succeſſion of faithful 


| Paſtors you have been inſtructed in; your 


Walking, in a good Degree, as becometh 


| the Goſpel of Chriſt ;. your keeping toge- 


ther in your deſtitute State; and your now 
uniting in your affectionate Choice and Call 


to 
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to you, as a Workman, that needeth not to 
be. aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word of 
Truth, are fignal and exemplary Tokens and 
Fruits of your Chriſtian Love. However 

3. \Abounding in it yet more and more, in- 
timates, that it is not already perfect; but 
that you ought to ſeek after a further Pro- 
greſs in it. | 

It becomes you, after all your Attain- 
ments, to keep up a humbling Senſe of 
your Defects in this, as well as in every 
other Grace; and to be earneſt with God 
to invigorate and carry it on to ſtill greater 
Purity, Livelineſs and Eminence, that it 
may grow exceedingly in all its Parts, 
As there was ſomething lacking in the Theſ- 
ſalonian's Faith, * which needed to be perfec- 
ted; ſo, I doubt not but you are conſcious to 
yourſelves, that there is ſtill ſomething lack- 
ing in your Love, either with reſpect to its 
entire Diſintereſtedneſs, Impartiality and Spi- 
rituality; or with reſpect to ſome Inſtances 
and Exerciſes of it; or with reſpect to its 
Conſtancy, and the Degrees of its Fervour 
and Activity: There is ſtill room for fur- 
ther Improvements of it, and for rectify ing 
what may be amiſs in it; and therefore 
you ſhould be ſtill more and more culti- 
vating it, and preſſing after a further In- 


creaſe and wider Extent of it, with a like 
G 2 Temper 


* 1 Theſ. iii, 10. 
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for whic 
' Fefus. Brethren I count not myſelf to bave 
© apprebended ; but this one Thing IT 'do; for- 
getting thoſe Things which are bebind, and 
reaching forth unto thoſe Things which' are 
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52 The SERMON. 
Temper of Mind that governed the Apoſtle, 
when he ſaid, Nat as though I had already 
attained, either were already perfect: Bui 
T follow offer, if that I may apprebend that, 

alſo I am apprehended of Chriſt 


before, Tpreſs toward the Mark for the Prize 
of the high Calling of God in Chriſt Feſus.* 
And 599 


4. Its abounding yet more and more in 
Knowledge and in all Fudgment ſuggeſts, 


that it ought to be a judicious Love. 


The Word (an tranſlated Fudgment, 


properly ſignifieth Senſe ; and ſo may de- 
note ſuch a Judgment, as is formed by a 
ſpiritual Senſation, Taſte and Savour in the 


Heart, as well as by right Notions of evan- 
gelical Truth and Duty in the Head, The 
Love, that you ſhould aim at, is not a 
blind; impetuous Sally of pleafing and fer- 
vent Paſſions; but ſuch a Love, as reſults 
from a ſettled, well digeſted, ſcriptural 


Knowledge of the important Doctrines of 


Ehriſtianity.;.and from all Manner of ex- 
perimental Acquaintance with the Love of 
Gad in Chriſt to your own. Souls, and with 
3 | | the 


e Phil. iii. 12, 13. 
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, Te'SERMON. 53 
the divine Objects, that engage your Af- 
fections. 

Light ſhould kindle all your Warmth, 
that your Love may be influenced by pro- 
per Motives; that you may ſee the Grounds 
and Reaſons of it, and may live under an 
impreſſive Senſe of your multiplied Obliga- 
tions to it; and that you may conduct it 
with ſuch Prudence, as ſhall recommend 
every Exerciſe and Appearance of it. 

If there be not Knowledge and Judg- 
ment to engage, direct and ſupport your 
Love, it will be but like a Land-Flood, 
that overfloweth with a rapid Stream, but 
hath no Springs to maintain it, or Banks 
to conduct it in a regular Courſe; and you 
will not be able to give a good Reaſon of 
the Love, any more than of the Hope, that 
is in you: Nor will you be ſecure. from 
Danger, either of being partial in it, or of 


unſeaſonably and indiſcreetly exerting it, 


to the defeating of its own Ends, and to 
the Diſcredit of Religion. The Wiſe Man 
tells us, that it 7s not good for the Soul to be 
without Knowledge ; “ and, my Son, ſays he, 
keep ſound Wiſdom and Diſcretion ; fo ſhall 
they be Life unto thy Soul, and Grace to thy 
Neck; then ſhalt thou walk in thy Way ſafe- 
ly, and thy Foot fhall not fumble, &c. + Even 
a Zeal for God, but not according to _— 

| ledge, 


a Prov. xix. 2. t Prov, iii. 21.— 24. 
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that God bath to you ; and ſo may dwell in 


$4 The SERMON. 
ledge, may have terrible Conſequences to 
one's ſelf and others; as it had in thoſe 
TFews, who being ignorant of God's Righte- 
eufneſs, and going about to eftabliſh their own 
Righteouſneſs, ſubmitted not themſelves to the 
Righteouſneſs of God; and who vented 
their blind Paſſions, with the utmoſt Rage 
and Fury, againſt Chriſt and his Goſpel: 
But Love and Zeal under the Conduct 
of Knowledge, Wiſdom and Experience, 
brighten the Glory of the Chriſtian-Cha- 
racter, and add Life and Vigour, Beauty 
and Order to all our Actings toward God 
and Man. Take heed therefore of an ig- 
norant, ungovernable and misjudged Love 
of you know not what, or you know not 
why ; but beg of God, that your Knows- 
ledge, and fpiritual Senſe of divine Things 
may increaſe together with your Love; that 
he would give you, not the Spirit of Fear, 
to make you cowardly in his Cauſe ; but 
the Spirit of Power, or of Holy Reſolution 


and Courage, and the Spirit of Love, and 


of . a ſound Mind, + which the Apoſtle tells 
us God had given to him, and to others of 
his Day; or that you may be /ound in Faith 
and in Charity, as it is expreſſed, Tit. ii. 2. 
and that ye may know whom ye have be- 
keved, and may know and believe the Love, 


God, 


*. Rom, x. 2, 3. + 2 Tim. i. 7. 
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God, unh is Love, and, under his Influence, 
may dwell in Love to him and one another, 
and to all that belong unto; him.“ This 
leads us to the next Petition in our Text, 
which 1 is 


II. That. ye may approve Wings Bats aft » 
excellent. * 10. totmet- Fart. (Ae #0 

Jounalew.) 

The approving, here alen of, is 5 uch 
as includes, and is the Reſult of, Examina- 
tion, Trial and Proof; whereby we come 
to diſcern Things that. are excellent, (7 
Juapegeila) Things that in a Way of Prefe- 
rence differ from others; and ſo approve 
of them, as having found them, upon Judg- 
ment and Experience, to be truly excel 
tent. We are to prove all Things by the 
unerring Touch- ſtone of God's Word, and 
by a ſpiritual Taſte, according to it; not to 
throw our Minds into a State of perpetual 
Scepticiſm, like Children tofſed to and fro 
with every Wind of Doctrine, or like Per- 
ſons that are ever learning, and never able 
to come to the Knowledge of the Truth; but 
with ſerious and earneſt Deſire to now © 
the Truth as it is Feſus; and to receive it 
in the Love of it, that we may hold faſ 
that, which, upon impartial Search, Trial 


and Experience, appears to us 70 be Good. + 
The 


. 1 Joh. iv. 16. 4 1 Theo, 210: 1 ® 
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The more ntance we have with 


So - the Things of God, of his Law and of his 


Goſpel ; and the more they are tried and 
d, the better they recommend them- 
ſelves to us. Hence faid the royal Fſal- 


mi, O taſte and ſee that the Lord is Good ! 


Bleſſed is the Man that trufteth in him. * 
And they, who have fed that the Lord 


is gracious, will defire the fincere, (aJow) 
the pure, genuine, unadulterated Mil of 


the Word, that they may grow thereby. | 
Tt is a good Ming that the Heart be efta- 


bh iſhed with Grace; F and nothing will keep 


us ſo ſteady in our evangelical Principles, 


as a ſpiritual Difcerning of their divine 
Authority, as revealed in the Holy Scrip- 
tutes, and an Experience of their Sweetneſs 
and Power in our own Souls, and of their 
happy Influence - unto all Chriſtian Love 
and Obedience. It ſhould therefore be 


3 Concern and Prayer, that you may 
ſo far enlightened, and aſſiſted from a- 


bove, in all your religious Enquiries, as to 
be able to diſcern the Difference between 
Truth and Error, Right and Wrong, Good 


and Evil, eſpecially i in Matters of the great- 
eſt Importance, with regard to the Being, 


Perfections and Providence of God, and our 


entire Dependence upon him, and Accounta- 
_ to him; and with regard to the 


more 


® Pla. xxxiv. 8. +1 Pet. i i. 3536-1 $ Heb: Xiii, 9. 
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more peculiar Articles of divine Revelation 
Theſe; in general, are ſuch as relate to the 
Father, Son and Spirit, as three adorable 
Perſons in the one undivided God-head ; 
ſuch as relate to the free Love and Grace 
of the Father toward a choſen People, in 
the whole Scheme of Salvation ; ſuch as re- 
late to the Perſon of Chriſt, God-Man, 


and to his meritorious and efficacious Me- 
diation between God and Sinners of our 


apoſtate Race; ſuch as relate to the ſuper- 
natural Operations, Aids and Aſſiſtances of 
the Holy Spirit, in the Application of the 
Benefits of Redemption; and ſuch as relate 
to the Nature and Neceſſity of Faith and 
Repentance, and to our multiplied Obli- 
gations to all Holineſs, Love and Obedience. 

You ſhould ſeek after a true diſcerning 
of theſe, and ſuch like concerning Points; 
that your judgment, Choice and Eſteem of 
them, and Attention to them, may be fixed 
and determined, in Proportion to their real 
Worth and Excellence, and in Oppoſition 
to Things that differ from them. And, in 
the whole Compaſs of what relateth to 
Faith and Practice, you ſhould carefully 
diſtinguiſh between thoſe Doctrines and Du- 
ties, which are of greater or lefler Moment; 
that you may give the higheſt Preference 
to thoſe, which are moſt excellent, and may 
proportion your Regards and Zeal for 
; H thoſe 
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thoſe, and other Things, according to their 


reſpective Weight and Uſekulnefs in the 
Chriſtian- Scheme. But it is Time to 80 
on to the next Petition, which is 


II. That ye may 1 Ancere, and without 
Offence till the Day of Ghrif. Ver. 30. 
latter Part. 


The Word here uſed for fincere (uνjẽi¼i 
is taken either from Things, that are cla- 
rified by the Heat, or are examined, and 
judged of, in the Light of the Sun- beams; 
and ſo intimates a Sincerity, that is pure 
and incorrupt, free from all Hypocriſy or 
Deceit, and ſuch as will bear the fri&eft 
Examination. Without Offence (ampooxora) 
may relate either to not being offended 
ourſelves, or not giving Offence to o- 
thers, to | occaſion Wounding or Falling. 
Some underſtand /incere, as referring to Gd; 
and without Offence, as referring to Man : 
But I do not ſee why each of them may 
not refer to both : For Sincerity, I appre- 
hend, is not ſo much a diſtin Grace; as 
it is an effential Part of, and runs thro' 
all our Graces and Duties, and diſtinguiſheth 
them from falſe Appearances, in their Ex- 
erciſe both toward God and Man. And 
as to being without Offence, the Apoſtle in 


his Account of that, at another Time, ſays, 
Hlerein 


. 
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Herrin do T exerciſe myſelf to have always 
a Conſcience void of Offence, or without Of 
fence * (it is the ſame Word that is uſed 


in our Text) toward God and toward Man. 


We may therefore very well conſider both 


_ theſe Expreſſions in our Text, with this 


double Reference. And the Apoſtle defired 
that the Philippians might continue in all 


theſe invariably, till the Day of Chriſt, and 


with an Eye to the ſolemn Day of his ap- 
pearing to Judgment; when all Things will 

brought to Light, and paſs under the 
exacteſt Scrutiny ; and, ſtripped of all falſe 
Calours, will be ſeen, and judged of, juſt as 
they are. 

What therefore you, my Chriſtian 
Friends, ſhould aim at, and be earneſt in 
your Prayers to God for, is, that you may. 
be incorrupt in your doctrinal and prac- 
tical Principles, and may be upright in the 
Temper of your Spirits, in the Exerciſe of 
every Grace, and Performance of every 
Duty, and in all your Behaviour toward 
God, and one another, toward your Paſtor, 
and toward all Men, whether Friends or 
Enemies; that you may keep the Doctrines 
of Chriſt pure and without Mixture; that 
your Hearts may be right with God ac- 
cording to them ; that your Faith and Love, 


W ink Obedience, may be ge- 
H 2 nuine, 


as Acts xxiv. 16. 
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nuine, anſwerable-to your holy Profeſlion 
of them; and that the whole . your Con- 
duct may be approved of God, and ap- 
prove itſelf to your own Conſciences, and 
to the Conſciences of all thoſe, that yon 
have to do with. Ho ſweetly do the Jays | 
of Faith, and of a good Conſcience, har- 
monize! They mutually aſſiſt each other, 
and neither of them can be preſerved alone. 
Let it therefore be your holy Ambition 
that, together with your rejoicing in Cbriſt 
Jeſus, and having no Confidence in the Fleſh,* 
and your rejoicing with Jay unſpeakable and 
Full of Glory, in believing on an unſeen Je- 
ſus ; + you may likewiſe have this rgaicing, 
the Teſtimony of your Conſciences,. that in 
Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not with 
Hleſhly Wiſdom, but by the Grace of God, ye 
bave your Converſation in the World, ond 
more abundantly tawards one another, and 
toward him, who is now . entruſted with 
the Care of your Souls; and that this ma 
be ſo evident, as to be acknowledged by hem 
even to the End, as the OY ip 2 of 
himſelf, and the Corinthian Church * 
You ſhould likewiſe take heed of enter: 
taining any Principles, relating to Faith, or 
Practice, and of doing any Thing, that 
would be an Offence to God; that would 
grieve his- Holy Spirit; that would wound 
your 
Phil. iii, 3. + x Pet. i. 8. F 2 Cor. i. 18, 13. 
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your own Conſciences, or the Conſciences 
of your  Fellow-Chriſtians.; or that would 
be an Occaſion of ſtumbling, or falling, to 
yourſelyes, or them, Watch and pray, and 
labour, in the Strength of "Chriſt, againſt 
all «n/craptura{Notions, and againſt all Sin ; 
left being led away with the Error of "the 
Wicked, ye fall from your own Stedfaſineſs *. 
in the Faith, Comfort and Hope, Fellow- 
ſhip and Holineſs of the Goſpel.” 7 

All this you ſhould attend to, in the 
Fear of God, with Conſtancy and Perſe- 
verance, as thoſe that expect an awful Day 
of Reckoning, when we muft all fand be- 
fore the Fudgment-Seat of Chriſt, and every 
one of us ſhall give an Account of himſelf ta 
God ; and as thoſe who humbly depend 
on divine Grace, that be who bath begun the 
good Work in you, will perform it until the 
Day of Feſus Chriſt ; $ and that he, who is 
faithful to his Promiſes, will in his own 
Way (which is the Way of Duty,) confirm 
you to the End, that ye may be blameleſs 


in the Day of our' Lord Feſus Chriſt, who 


is able to keep you from falling, and to pre- 
ſent you faulthſs before the Preſence of bis 
Glory with exceeding Fey. | Proceed we 
now to add a few Words on the concluding 
Part of this Prayer, which is | 

IV. That 


*"2 Pet. iii. TH + Rom. xiv, 10, 12. 
$ Phil, i. 6, f 1 Cor. i. 8, 9. and Jude 24. 
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tv: That je may be an rt He Fruit 
1 Rightedifach, wh are 2 eſus Chriſt 
untv the Ce and Fralſe of Go 


| - r Righteouſneſs in this Place, as in many 
others, ſeems to be a general Term, of much 
the ſame Import with perſonal. Holineſs ahd 
to conſiſt of ſuch Things, in Reference to 
God, ourſelves and others, as are termed 
Righteouſneſs; 3 becauſe they are right and 
fit in themſelves, and are due from us, 
according to the juſt and holy Require- 
ments of the moral Law, that eternal and 
unchangeable Rule of all Righteouſneſs. 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs is a metaphorical 
Expreſſion, taken from good Trees that 
bring forth good Fruit; and as Believers 
are called Trees of Rigbtecuſneſi, the Plant- 
ing of the Lord, that he may be glorified ; * 
fo their correſpondent Products are ſtiled 


their Natute, and proceeding from holy 
Principles : For ſuch as is the Tree, ſuch 
are its Fruits, as our bleſſed Lord bimſelf 
tells us, ſaying, A good Tree cannot bring 
forth evil Fruit, neither can a corrupt Tree 
bring forth good Fruit; either make the 
ow 800d, — its Fruit good, or elſe make'the 
Ne 


* Iſa, Ixi. 3. + Mat. pil. 19. 1 


Ver. 11. 


Fruits of Rigbteouſueſi, as being Holy in 
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Tree corrupt, and its Fruit corrupt; for the 
Tree is known by its Fruit. & 3 

The Nature of a Man muſt be changed, 
in its moral Frame, by regenerating Grace, 


before he can bring forth true Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs. Our Apoſtle ſuppoſes, that 


this good ork was begun in theſe. Phi- 
lippidns, +, and had already brought forth 


proper Fruits of | Righteouſneſs : But he 


prayed that they might be filled with them, 
or abound in them yet more and more, 
like a Tree richly laden with precious 
Fruits; or, as he expreſſeth it, Col. i. 10. 
that they might be fruitful in every good 
Work, and increaſe in the Knowledge of God, 
to the Satisfaction of their own Souls, and 
the Good of others. I 

And of theſe Fruits of Righteouſneſs, he 
ſays, they are by Feſus Chriſt unto the Glory 
and Praiſe of God. Their being by TFeſus 
Chriſt may poſſibly refer not only to their 
original, but alſo to the Ground of ther, 
Acceptance, and to their redounding to the 
Glory and Praiſe of God, —Praiſe and Glory, 
[ * 4 to be pretty much Terms of the 
ſame Import; unleſs Glory ſhould relate to 
the Honour, that accrues to God from. 
thoſe Fruits of Righteouſneſs themſelves ; 
and Praiſe to the pag of Glory, that 
are made to him on their Account: But, 


. be 
Mat. xii. 33. + Chap. i. 6. 
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de that as it will, theſe Fruits of Righite= 
ouſneſs are by Feſus Chriſt, as all Virtue for 
producing them is derived from him, witb- 
our whom he ſays, with regard to this very 
Point, his own Diſciples can do nothing, * 
They are alfo by of Chrift, as all their 
Acceptance with is thro' him: For 
Believers, as lively Stones, are built up 4 
ſpiritual Houſe,” an holy Prieſthood, to offer 
up ſpiritual Sacrifices; acceptable to God by 
Mes Chriſt. + And they are by Teſus 
iſt, as the Revenue of Glory, which 
ariſes from thetn, paſſes to God « thro? Him, 
that God in all Things may be glorified thro 
218 Chriſt. & In this Manner our Fruits 
Righteouſneſs are to be brought forth, 
not to ourſelves, as aiming at our own Ho- 
nour, Reputation and Character in them; 
but to God, as their ultimate End. And 
they really do turn to his Praiſe and Glory, 
when they ate thus brought forth, and that 
with great Variety and Plenty. . 7 
It therefore concerneth you of this Church 
of Chriſt, who are God's 'Huſbandry, and 
who ſeverally are planted in the Houſe of 
the Lord, in order to your flouriſhing in the 
Courts of our God, to beg of him, that ye 
may bring forth Fruit to the lateſt Age, 
even the moſt excellent Fruit, Fruits of 
| Righte- 


a. + x Pat. Bu: g: + 1 Pb in; Br: 
07 Cor. e &: | Pſa. xcii. 13, 14. 
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The 8 ERM ON. 63 
Righ uſneſs in g boly Converſation, and 
Godlineſs ; in all Sobriety; with Reſpect to 
the Government of your own Paſſions, Ap- 
petites and Manners; in all Righteouſneſs 
and Beneficence toward your Fellow-Chri- 
ſtians; and Fellow-Creatures; and in all Prety 
toward God; with Regard to all his' Ordi- 
nances and Gommandments. And it ſhould 
be your daily and earneſt Prayer and En- 
deavour; by his Grace, that you may abound 
in them exceedingly, on Ul fit and proper 
Occaftons, even unto the richeſt Fulneſs ; 
that like a Tree planted: by the Rivers of Ma- 
ter you, may bring forth Fruit in its Seaſon,* x 
as is ſaid of the godly Man; and that all 
the Fruits of the Spirit, as the Apoſtle calls 
them, Gal. v. 22, 23. may be found in you, 
and may evidently diſplay themſelves in 
Love; Foy, Peace, Long-ſufferirig, Gentle- 
neſs, Goganeſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance; 
and in all the Duties of the religious and 
civil Life, to which you may be called in 
your reſpective Stations. And as ever you 
would indeed increaſe in your Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs, and bring them forth in a 
Manner well pleaſing to God, and: for his 
Honour and Glory, Look to Chriſt for Aſ- 
ſiſtance and Acceptance in them, tbat God 
in all Things may be glorified, thro bim; 

| P5114. 4 
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6 Te SERMON. 
to 'whom be Praiſe, and Dominion for ever 
and ever, Amen. | 


CONCLUSION. 


Thus we have gone through the ſeveral 
Parts of our Text; and as the Portion of 
Time, allotted to me for this Service, is 
fully ſpent, and the Diſcourſe hath been, 
all along, ſo much in a Strain of practical 
Addreſs to you, the Members of this Goſ- 
pel- Church, I muſt leave the further Ap- 
plication of it to your own ſerious Reflec- 
tions, under the gracious Light and Influ- 
ence of the Bleſſed Spirit. Only, for a Con- 
cluſion of the whole, permit me, my Chri- 
ſtian Friends, to beſeech you in the Bowels 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and to charge you in his 


Name and Preſence, and as you would an- 


{wer it to him, who ſhall judge the Quick 
and the Dead, at his Appearing, and his King- 
dom, + that, in recollecting what hath been 
humbly offered, you would particularly con- 
fider it with a Reference to your reverend 
Paſtor, who is become ſo by your own 
Choice: Pray for him, and that your Love, 
which you have profeſſed in giving your- 
ſelves up to his Charge, may be continually, 
and yet more abundantly, growing in judici- 
ous and affectionate Reſpects to him, for his 

Work's 


® $3 Pt. Iv. 8s. Tt 2 Tim. iv. 1. 
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Work's Sake ; becauſe of its Importance to 
the Glory of Chriſt, and your own Edifica- 
tion and Increaſe ; and becauſe of the great 
Difficulties, that will attend him, and the 
Need he will have of your heartily and 
tenderly encouraging him, and uniting with 
him, in fulfilling it. 

And as ever you would ſhew your Regard 
to him, in the moſt endearing Manner, and 
would profit by his Miniſtry, and be b:s 
Hope and Joy now, and his Crown of re- 
joicing in the Preſence of our Lord Teſus 
Chriſt at his Coming, Let it be your fer- 
vent, importunate Prayer, and your only 
Strife, to excel each other in Love to Chriſt, . 
and him, and one another, and in every o- 
ther Grace and Duty ; that, by Means of 
his holy Miniſtrations, and your ſubmitting 
to him in the Lord, your Love may abound 


yet more and more in Knowledge and in all 


Judgment ; that ye may 2 Things that 
are excellent ; that ye may be fincere, and with- 
out Offence till the Day of Chriſt ; being filled 
with the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which are 
by Jeſus Chriſt unto the Glory and Praiſe 
of God. | 

1 Thef. ii. 19. 


The END of the SERMON. 
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Exhortation, G. 


Fru SOLEMNITIES of this 
Day be well underſtood, and 
| 112% rightly viewed in the Actings 
Is 125 of Faith, they may juſtly fill 
— us with the Tranſports of an 
holy Joy: For they teſtify the ſame Thing, 
as did the Tabernacle of Witneſs of old, even 
that GOD will dwell with Men. And in 
the Tranſactions that have now paſled, we 
have an illuſtrious Memorial of the Grace 
of Gop in the Salvation of Sinners; ſince 
a Gosper Min1sTRY had never been 
appointed, but for the Defign, that this 
Grace ſhould be proclaimed. and magnified, 
It is, we truſt, Worthy and Dear Bro- 
ther, from a ſincere and earneſt Deſire of 
being made inſtrumental: herein, that you 
have devoted yourſelf to this Service, and 
5 in 
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in a dutiful Regard to the Direction of Prg: 


ce have complied with the peeling 


Call of this Church, in accepting the moſt 
honburable, but confeſſedly the moſt dif- 
Alt Office, that any of the Servants: of 
Eord can be employed in. However, 
be not diſcouraged; for He that ſends you 
forth, has promiſed to be with you, and 


through His Strength you ſhall be able to 


do all Things. 

And fince it was your own, as well as 
the Chutch's Deſire, that upon this foletnn 
Occaſion, I ſhould give the Word of Ex- 
bortation, I doubt not but you will bear 


with me, while 1 {ay to you, as the Apoſtle 


directed ſhould be fatd to Hb hun, 


Cor 085. iy, 17. 


Tate heed to the Mimſtry which thou 'baſt 


received in the Lord, that thou f wil te, 


This Paſſage, Sr, T thought would be 
a proper Baſis, upon which to ground the 


Advice, that in the Name atid Fear of the 


Lord I ant now to give you. 
The Miniſtry you have received is of 
a ſpiritual Nature, deſigned for the pub- 


liſhing the glad Tidings of Peace, made 


by the Blood of Chr7t with the great Gop, 
for Men that have ſinned and rebelled 
150 2111) 0 3:% 5 | againſt 
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againſt Him, It is therefore called the Mi- 
try Reconciliation, * This Miniſtry 
then muſt; be looked upon as a Matter of 
great Importance; and the. faithful Diſ- 
charge of it will be attended with many 
Difficulties. Theſe ariſe, partly from the 
Nature and Greatneſs of the Work itſelf; 
partly from our own' Weakneſs; and ſtill 
farther, from the conſtant Oppoſition ic 
meets with from Earth and Hell, 

The Juſtneſs of theſe obvious Remarks 
ſhews it to be neither needleſs, nor foreign 
from the Work. of the Day, that in the 
warmeſt and moſt preſſing Terms I ſhould 
exhert you to fake heed to this Miniſiry, 
that you fulfil it. 

And in generals; Take heed to Two 
Things. 


I. That you fuldl 3 it in al its Parts, 
II. That you fulfil it in 4 right Manner, 


I. Fulfil it in all its Parts. 


The Office you have received has a 
Worx included in it. Separate me Bar- 
nabas and Saul, ſaid the Holy Ghoſt, for the 
WORK whereunts 1 — called them. + 
Again, If a Man defire the Office of a 
Biſhop, he defireth a good WORK.) You 

| __ 

2 Cor, v. 18. + Ac xii, 2, 5 1 Tim. iti. 1. 
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are to Jabour in Chriſt's Vineyard. You 
are ſeparated to take Pains ; not to take 
State, not to loiter. And as the Labour 
in a Vineyard has different Parts; ſo has 
the Labour and Work. of the Miniſtry ; 
which are all laid out and fettled by the 
Lord Himſelf, whereof not one is to be 
neglected, overlooked, or omitted. Let me 
then remind you of the ſeveral Parts of your 
Work, and beſeech you to -conſider with 
me what you have to do. 
hut here I would apprize you, that tho 
I intend' ſome diſtin& Heads of Advice with 
Regard to the Manner in which this Mini- 


{try is to be performed, yet I ſhall take the 


Liberty to intermix a few Things to this 
Purpoſe, even while I am profeſſedly ſpeak- 
ing of the Work itſelf ; becauſe I apprehend, 
ſome Hints may be thus introduced with 
the greateſt Advantage. 

Now to give you a ſhort View; of the 
ſeveral Parts of your Work, Remember, 


1. You are to labour in the Mord and 
Doctrine. | 


'To your Office it belongs, to diſpenſe the 
Myſteries of the Kingdom, and to preach 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. Necęſſity is laid upon 


Jou, Jea, Wos is unto you if you preach 0 
the 


G0 
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tbe Goſpel ;* the pure unmixed Goſpel, even 
the Goſpel of G0 D concerning his Son Fe- 


ſus Chriſt our Lord; that Goſpel, whereof 


CHRIST is the main Argument. * 
In Scripture-Language, Preaching the 
Goſpel, and Preaching Chriſt, are put for 
the ſame Thing. And, as one obſerves, 
CHRIST fills | utramgue Paginam | both 
Pages of the k of Gop. The 0 
Teſtament is full of Chriſt, tho' there He is 
under a Vail: The New Teſtament is like- 
wiſe remarkably full of Chriſt, and here 
He 1s openly manifeſted and revealed. Let 
CHRIST then be the reigning Subject of 
your Diſcourſes ; for you are called to be 
a Miniſter of the New Teſtament, + a Mi- 

niſter and Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, | 
You are therefore carefully to ſet forth 
the ſingular and wonderful Conſtitution” of 
his Perſon, as Gop-MAN; the Glory of 
his Office, as Mediator ; with the peculiar 
Relation He ſtands in to his People, as He 
is the Head of the Church, and the Saviour 
of the Body.  . You are to declare the a- 
mazing Things which He has done and 
ſuffered, that He might bring in an ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs ; I and to ſhew what 
glorious Privileges and ſurprizing Benefits 
were purchaſed by his Obedience and Death. 
K 2 In 


1 Cor. ix. 16, + 2 Cor. uw. 6. 
5 Eph. v. 23. 1 Dan. ix. 24, 
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In your Preaching let the Spring of Re. 


demption be opened, as it lay in the eternal 
Purpoſe and electing Love of the Fa TRR. 
Explain alſo the Method; with the Means 
and Way, thro' which the Choſen and Re- 
deemed of the Lord are made the happy 
Partakers of it. Be clear and full in point- 
ing out the mighty, the. gracious, and ſo- 
vereign Operations of the infinitely Holy 

and Bleſſed Sp1R1T, in the great Work of 
Regeneration: And inſiſt much upon the 
abſolute Neceſſity thereof, in order to Men's 
having true Faith, that they may be vitali 
united to Chriſt at their effectual Calling. 

In the midſt of an holy Zeal for theſe 
grand and important Articles of Divine Re- 
velation, forget not to ſhew Believers the 
Obligations they” are under, to ſtudy all 
ſuitable Returns of Gratitude and Depen- 
dance, of Love and new Obedience. But 
be ever careful to diſtinguiſh clearly between 
the Law and the Goſpel, between the Twa 
Covenants, viz. the Covenant of Works, and 
the Covenant of Grace, Let the People 
ſee, that he fir/? Covenant" is now unavoid- 
ably the Miniſtration of Death * to all that 
are under it; that by.the Law is the Know- 

ledge of Sin, + yea, the Knowledge both 
of the Sinfalnefs and Miſery of our Natu- 
ral Condition fince the Fall ; but that there- 


by 


2 Cor. in. 7. + Rom, iii. 20. 
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by no Diſcovery is made of the leaſt Relief 
for. any Tranſgreſſor. Thus endeavour, that 
thro' the Convictions and Operations of 
the Spirit of Gop, ſecure Sinners may be 
awakened, humbled, and filled with Self- 
Abaſement.— Teach likewiſe, that Righte- 
ouſneſs, Peace, and Salvation are certainly 


ſecured to Believers by the Covenant of” 


Grace, and by that only, thro' the Re- 
demption of Chriſt, its Glorious Head and 
Mediator. Thus let it be your Care, that 
under the farther Work of the Divine Spi- 
rit, diſtreſſed Souls may be encouraged, 
raiſed, . and comforted ——Let all this be 
done, as it was by the Apoſtle, in a Way 
that ſhall eabliſb the Lau,“ as it is an 
everlaſting Rule of Righteouſneſs, and the 
rfect, infallible, and only Rule of Duty and 
Holy Walking : And yet 'in a Way, that 
ſhall ſhew, as he did, that Believers are 
delivered from the Law, f as it was a Co- 
venant for Happineſs and Life, 
Endeayour alſo, that the People may 
clearly apprehend, what a vaſt and momen- 
tous Difference there is, between the impu- 
ted Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and the inherent 
Righteouſneſs of the Saints ——Shew them, 
that it is e imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
alone, that can anſwer the Demands of the 
broken Law, fatisfy the divine Juſtice, and 
pacify 


4 Rom. lit, 31. + Rom. vii. 6. | 
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— the Wrath of the infinitely Holy 
Ma 


jeſty, whom we have moſt vilely af- 
fronted and offended : That it is His Righte- 
ouſneſs, and not any Act, Duty, or Work 
of-ours, which diſcharges the Sinner from 
his Guilt, procures him Acceptance, and 
makes him ſhine before Gop ; which gives 
him his Title to Heaven, and is the ſure 
and only Foundation of eternal Life. 
But then be careful to inſtruct them, that 
Inherent Righteouſneſs is the Sanctification 
of the Soul; that this diſcharges from Hy- 
pocriſy, and, ſo far as it prevails, heals the 


Leproſy of our Nature, recovers us from 


the Deformity and Pollution of our apoſtate 
State, makes us ſhine before Men, is the 
Evidence of our Salvation, and our neceſſary 
Meetneſs for the heavenly Glory. 
Faithfully apprize the Saints, that, after 
their higheſt Attainments in Grace, their 
Inberent Righteouſneſs at preſent is, and 
while they are in the Body ever will be 
imperfect: And for this Reaſon, how much 
ſoever it ought to be loved, yet it can ne- 
ver be fit to be truſted. But aſſure them 
with the ſtrongeſt Confidence, as well you 
may, that the Rrghteouſneſs of Chriſt, the 
incarnate Word, is an everlaſting and per- 
feet Righteouſneſs. Preſs them earneſtly 
therefore, that while they conſcientiouſly 


make the happy Growth and rich Wr 
0 
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of their Inherent Righteouſneſs the Matter of 
their moſt careful Sollicitude and ſerious 
Endeavour, and while they account every 
freſh Experience of the Exerciſe thereof to 
be the juſt Occaſion of an holy Thankſ- 
giving and Joy; that yet, living and dy- 
ing, they conſtantly make the imputed Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, and that alone, their Glory: b 


For He is the Lord, in whom all the Seed of 


Iſrael ſhall be juſtified, and ſhall glory. * 
Thus, Brother, you are to labour in the 
Word and Doctrine. + And in preſſing 
this, I am exhorting you to the ſame Thing, 
and would do it in the fame awful Name, 
as Paul did his beloved Timothy, when he 


| ſaid, I charge thee therefore before GO D, 


and the Lord Jeſus Chrift, ——Preach: the 
Word, and as Health and Strength ſhall be 


granted, be infant in Seaſon, and out of Sea- 


fon. \ This however is but one Part of 


your Work, tho it be a principal One: For 


2, You are to be the Mouth of the People 
unto Gop, as well as his Mouth unto 


them. 


The ſolemn Aſſemblies of the Saints are 
appointed, that Gop may not only {peak 
to them, but hear from them. Every par- 
ticular Church is his Temple, in which 

He 


®* Ifai. xlv. 25. + 1 Tim. v. 17. F 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. 


8 Te Ex HORTAT TOA. 

He is to be honoured by the Prayers and 
Praiſes of his Children, while they are bleſt 
with his Inſtructions. And tho upon ſome 
Occaſions, and at ſome Seaſons, it be in- 
cumbent upon any of the Brethren, whoſe 
Gifts and Capacities in the Judgment of the 
Church are fitted for it, to go before the 
reſt in thoſe holy Exerciſes 1 Yet this 
Work belongs in a ſpecial Manner to tht 


Paſtor of the Church; and you, Sir, are 


to perform it, as the Miniſter of the Con- 
gregation. 


You are indeed, according to the beſt Know- 


ledge you ſhall have of the People's Wants 
and Neceſſities, of their Difficulties, Trials, 
and Temptations, of their Doubts and Fears, 
of their ions and Experiences, their 
Defects or Attainments in Religion, hum- 
bly in the Name of Chrift to ſpread their 
reſpective Caſes at the Foot-ftool of the 
Throne of Grace in your ſolitary and - /e- 
cret Addreſſes there. You are moreover 
to pray with them, as well. as for them, upon 
all private Occaſions, as the Exigencies of 
their Caſe, as the Nature of their own or 
their Families Circumſtances, with their 
Deſire and Requeſt, ſhall make it neceſ- 
ſary. But beſides all this, you are to be 
their Mouth unto 60 D in their Church- 
Monſtip and publick Aſſemblies; and there 
/to offer up their r Confeflions of . 
their 


ſubſit 
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their earneſt Supplications for Grace, with 
their thankful Acknowledgments of Mer- 
cies received, both Temporal and Spiritual. 
You are to affiſt, and to expreſs, the Breath- 
ings of their Souls, and the Workings of 
their Hearts, GoDp-ward and ChRIST-ward; 
whether theſe ſhall ariſe from the Actings 
of Faith, Repentance, and Submiſſion, dr 
from the Exerciſe of Love, Hope, and Con- 
idence in Gop. . You are to help them al- 
{in their fervent Wreſtlings with the Lord 
for the Converſion of Fews and Gentiles, 
and for the Enlargement of the Kingdom of 
Chriff in all Parts of the World in general, 
and in theſe Lands, in this City, and this 
Congregation in particular. Thus kt me 
exhort you, in the Apoſtle's Words to T:- 
mthy, that Sapplications, Prayers, Interceſ- 
ons, and giving of Thanks be made for all 
Men; for this is good and acceptable in the 
Stzht of GOD our Saviour. * 

And here let me beſeech you, Dear 
Brother, to take heed that your Worſhip 
and Addreſſes to Gop be ever ſuited to the 
(rſpel- Diſpenſation; under which Gop has 
more clearly than evet revealed Himſelf as 
ſabſiſting in Three Perſons, FATHER, 
don, and HoLY GHOST. The Holy 
TriniTY IN UNITY therefore is to be 
the Object of our Faith, and Worſhip; in 

L | which 


* 
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which Aſcriptions are to be given to each 
of the Divine Perſons, as having Commu. 
nion in the fame undivided Nature: And 
this is to be done by the fame religious, 
reverential, and adoring Acts of the Mind. 
Remember then, that we are to worſhi 
Gop, not barely as the Heathen profeſs to 
do, as He is the Father of all Things ; but 
as the Goſpel reveals Him, that is, as he 
GOD and Father of our Lord Feſus Chrift,* 
and in and through Him the Father of Mer- 
cies, + and the GOD and Giver of all 
Grace & unto his Church and People. 
Farther, in your Confeſſions, be careful 
to lay yourſelf, and the whole Congregati- 
on, low before Gop ; making an expreſs 
and diſtin Acknowledgment of the Apo- 
Macy of our Nature, of our original Guilt 
and Defilement, of the inward Plague of 
the Heart, and of the ſecret Workings of 
indwelling Sin, as well as of the open Vio- 
lations and outward Tranſgreſſions of the 
Law of Gop, Let Hell-Deſervings be con- 
feſſed, and lamented ; that, from the Re- 
membrance and Senſe of thefe, you and 
others may be the more excited to admire 
the Riches, the Freeneſs, and Sovereignty, 
of the Grace that pities and ſaves us —— 
In your Thankſgivings, never forget to bleſs 
Gop for Jesus CHRIST, for an incarnate, 
| ' crucified, 


$ 1 Pet, v. 10. 


Eph. i. 3. + 2 Cor. i. 3. 
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crucified, riſen, and exalted Saviour. And 
while you give Thanks to the Father for 
his Love in ſending his Son, be not un- 
mindful to bleſs the Redeemer for his infi- 
nite Condeſcenſion in Coming, nor to praiſe 
the Holy Ghoſt for his Grace in revealing 
Chriſt, and leading us into an experimen- 
tal Acquaintance with Him and his Salva- 
tion. In a Word, in celebrating this, 
and indeed all other Parts of Divine Ser- 
vice, endeavour that you, and all who ſhall 
join with you, may worſhip in the Way, 
which by the Lord Himſelf is pointed our, 
as beſt ſuited to the Goſpel-State, and moſt 
expreſſive of an Evangelical Spirit in all the 
Worſhippers. This leads me to another Part 
of your Work, viz. 


3. You are ſolemnly to adminiſter the 
Seals of the Covenant, Baptiſin and 
the Lord's Supper. 


As in Preaching we have a crucified Sa- 
viour brought to our Ear, ſo in theſe ſa- 
cred Appointments we have Him preſented - 
to our very Eye, and Taſte, 

Theſe then are to be adminiſtred and 
obſerved according to Chriſt's Command, 
as remarkable Tokens and very inſtructive 
Documents of ſpiritual Things. You are 


to explain theſe Signs, by ſhewing to what 
End 


2 
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End they are appointed of the Lord ; even 
to remind us of the Fall of Man, and: to 

int out the Pollution, Wretchedneſs, and 
Miſery of our guilty State, and to ſignify 
to us that the Way of our Recovery is 
thro' the Mediation and Blood of Chriſt; 
who being ſacrificed for us as our Paſſover, 


has made a real and full Atonement for Sin, 


has ratified and confirmed the everlaſting 
Covenant, and hereby ſecured for his Peo- 
ple all the Bleſſings therein contained. 
Theſe holy and poſitive Inſtitutions are 
likewiſe to be uſed as diſcriminating Signs 
of the real Separation of true Believers from 
the World at preſent, and of their farther 
Separation from all Unbelievers, and from 
all the Wicked and Damned in Hell, in 
the World that is to come, | 
Thus, my Brother, with the Adminiſtra- 
tion of theſe external Symbols, you are to 
give from the Word of Gop thoſe Inſtruc- 
tions concerning them, which may help 
the People to attend upon them with 
Knowledge and Underſtanding, and to im- 
prove them to the Increaſe of their Hu- 


mility and Hatred of Sin in the Exerciſe. 


of an evangelical Repentance, to the Eſta- 
bliſhment of their Faith and Hope, and ta 
the Furtherance of their Walk with Gop 
in 

91 Cor. v. 7. 


in 
ing 
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in all holy Obedience; in the delightful Act- 
ings of Joy and Love. 


4. Another Part of your Wark is to at- 
tend to the Order and Diſcipline of 
Gop's Houle, . 


The Power indeed of Admiſſions, Elec- + 
tions, and Cenſures, is lodged in the Church : 
And the ſpecial Part you are to bear in 
the Miniſterial Exerciſe thereof, is' to be 
performed according to the Approbation, 
Conſent, and Determination of the Bre- 
thren. But then it lies upon you to in- 
ſtruct, guide, and aſſiſt the Church, by 
clearing up their Duty from the Word of 
Gop, and by laying before them the Rules 
that are there preſcribed fer their Conduct, 
in all the Caſes that ſhall come under their 
Conſideration. And it is Part of che Over- 


ſight that belongs to your Office, to ſee, 


that in all their Proceedings they a& with 
an holy Decency and Order ; * and that all 
their Works be done in Charity and Love, 
with Reverence and godly Fear. 

Farther, You are carefully to maintain 
the Incloſure, and to keep up the Fence, 
which Chriſt has ſet about his Church ; 
that it may appear to be a Body wholly 
diſtin& from the World, and that the Pre- 

cious 


® 1x Cor. xiv. 40. 
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crous may be ſeparated from the Vile.* Re- 
member, God's Houſe is erected for the 
« Entertainment, not of ſecure Sinners, but 
* of returning Prodigals ; for the Enter- 


s tainment, not of Hypocrites and dead 


=. 


Sinners, but of the Living in Feruſalem, 
„ who are neither deaf to Gop's Calls, 
* dumb to his Praiſe, nor wilfully lame in 
< his Service.“ 

You are to guard then, as far as poſlible, 
that none may be ſuffered to creep in una- 
wares, by whom the Grace of GOD would 
be turned into. Licentiouſneſs, the Charter 
of the Church betrayed, or the Temple of 

Gop defiled. Be exceeding careful, that 
the Camp be kept holy; and often remind 
the Church of the Warning and Caution, 
which Mojes gave to the Children of [ſrael, 
ſaying, Let the Lord thy GOD fee no un- 
clean Thing in Thee, that ſhould provoke 
Him to turn away from Thee. + 
Take heed, that there may be that Pu- 
rity in Doctrine, Diſcipline, and Worſhip, 

that Stedfaſtneſs in the Faith, and that Ten- 

derneſs of Conſcience ;. that Holineſs in 

Converſation, that Zeal for Chrift, for his 

Truths, and the Glory of his Name; with 

that Unity, Peace, and Love among the 

Brethren, as ſhall make this Church, like 

Ephraim of old, a ſpreading Branch, & un- 


der 
Jer. xv. 19. + Deut. xxiii. 14. 5 Hol. xiv. 6, 7. 
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der the Shadow whereof weary Pilgrims may 
find a ſuitable Reſt, and much lweet | e- 
freſhmeat; for their Souls, 


5. That you may fulfil all the Parts of 
your Miniſtry, you muſt vi bl Nucl. 
and watch over them. 


Great as your Work is, in the Study, 
in the Pulpit, and in Church-Afemblies; 
yet the whole of it does not lye there. Lon 
are to preach Chriſt from Houſe to Houſe, * 
and to follow your publick Inſtructions and 
Exhortations, with particular, private, and 
perſonal Application, as proper Seaſons and 
Opportunities can be obtained, Endeayour, 
that your Viſits may be truly uſeful and 
profitable; managed in a Subſerviency to 
the great Deſign of the Goſpel, and your 
profeſſed Regard to the Good of Souls; 
diffuſing the Light, and promoting the Sa- 
vour of Divine Things. 

The Inſtructions you have freely received, 


freely give; + be ready to impart, willing 


to communicate, and apt to teach. F Con- 
ſider, it was for this very Purpoſe that GOD 
has graciouſly ſhined into your Heart, even 
that you through his Bleſſing might be in- 
ſtrumental in giving to others the Light of 
the Knowledge of the Glory of GOD, in the 

Perſons 

Acts v. 42. + Mat. x. 9. {$1 Tim. ii. 2. 
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Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. And that you 
may -have the greater Advantage for this, 
let there be an Intimacy cultivated berween 
you and the People, in a holy, chriſtian, 
and brotherly Manner. Seek an Acquain- 
tance with the Seed of the Church, and the 
young Ones of the Congregation ; with 
thoſe eſpecially, that are under any ſerious 
Awakenings and hopeful Convictions, who 
greatly need the Sympathy, Counſel, and 
Aſſiſtance of a faithful Miniſter, 

Watch, that in all your Behaviour among 
them, there may be that Sobriety ; and in 
all your Deportment, that Gravity, + which 
becomes a Man of GOD. As the Apoſtle 
wrote to Timothy, ſo muſt I ſay to you, 
Let no Man deſpiſe thy Youth ; (that is, Let 
no Man have any, no, not the leaſt Occa- 
fion to deſpiſe it, upon the Account of any 
Vanity or Pride, any Lightneſs or Raſh- 
neſs, any Miſcarriage or even Imprudence 
in your Conduct: ) But be thou an Exam- 
ple of the Behevers, in Word, in Converſa- 
tion, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in 
Purity. 8 | 

Endeavour, at the ſame time, to be af- 
fable, condeſcending, and eaſy of Accels, to- 
wards all that would be glad to converſe 
with you about the Things of Salvation. 
Be faithful and humble in declaring ths 

Dealings 

® 2 Cor. iv. 6 + Tit. ii. 7. 56 Tim. iv. 12. 
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Dealings of Grace with your Soul, and free 
in communicating your ' own Experience. 
Thus encourage, and, = pony engage the 
People to uſe the like Freedom with you. 
Take all prudent and faithful Methods to 
know their Wants : and obſerve their Wan- 
drings. Enter as far as poſſible into the 
moſt ſecret Sentiments, and inward Work- 
ings of their Hearts : 'Thus you will know 
the better, how to provide proper Food, 
and to give to every one their Portion in due 
Seaſon : * Yea, hereby you will have a Di- 
rection in the Courſe of your Miniſtry, what 
Caſes it will be neceſſary for you to ſpeak 
to, what Doubts to reſolve, what Objecti- 
ons to anſwer, what Cordials to provide, 
or what Antidotes and precious Remedies 
to prepare; that the Sick may be healed, 
or the ſcattered and broken be gathered and 
made whole, + This Care, dear Sir, is in- 
cluded in the Overfight you are to take of 
all the Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt bath 
made you Overſeer. \ 

Farther, in your Viſits let not the Poor, 
the Fatherleſs, or Widow be fotgotten in 
their Afliction. For ſince the Word of 
Gop points out a Regard to theſe as one 
of the eſſential Duties of Religion, the O- 
miſſion hereof in a Miniſter would be ex- 

M ceeding 
Luke xii. 42. + Ezek. xxxiv. 4. 
Act xx. 28. 1 Jam. i. 27. 
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ceeding criminal, and highly ſhameful. And 


ſo would be the neglecting to vifit the Sici, 


and ſuch as are the Lord's Priſoners, or thoſe 
who are under the Arreft of Death, and juſt 
launching forth into the vaſt Ocean of Eter- 
nity ; eſpecially, when your Company, Af. 
fiſtance, and Prayers with them are deſired. 

Theſe are Caſes, that will try the Ability, 
judgment, and Skill, yea, try the Compaſ- 
ſion, Patience, and Faithfulnek of Mini- 
ſters, perhaps as much as any, And after 
all your Diligence and Care in obferving 
the Hints that have been given under this 
Head, it will be happy, if you can prevent 
Occafion for the like bitter Lamentation, 
that was made by Mr. John Welſh, a Mi 
niſter, who in the laſt Century was of great 
Renown in Scotland. This holy Man, thro 


the heavy Preſſure of his Mind, and his 


deep Concern for the Kingdom and Intereſt 
of Chriſt, did frequently ariſe in the Night, 
and often cried to Gop by Prayer and Sup- 
plication at ſuch Seafons : But one Time 
eſpecially, (as Mr. Fleming tells us *) he 


was found overwhelmed with Grief, and 


being aſked the Occaſion, he replied, © He 
« had that to preſs him, which the Perſon 
e ho made the Enquiry had not ; ſince 
« he had Thouſands of Souls to anſwer for, 


but knew not how it was with many of 


© them,” 
* See his Fulfilling of the Scripture. Fol. Ed. pag. 188. 


ere eren pwoP 
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e. them,” Now how impoſſible is it, with- 
out a dreadful Stupidity, that Minifters 
ſhould eſcape ſuch Anguiſh and Horror, if 
the Duty of Viſiting, and of a free religi- 
ous Converſing with the People be neg- 
lected ?—And here by the Way, what 
Occaſion have we, my Brethren, who have 
had any long Standing | in the Miniſtry, to 
plead, like the great Uſer, that the Lord 
would pardon our Omiſſions! Once more, 


6. You are bound by Office, and muſt 
therefore ſolemnly #le/ the People of 
the Lord in His Name. 


The Prieſts, the Sons of Aaron, were 
appointed to bleſs the Children of Vfael * 
Nor was this Appointment peculiar to the 
Moſaick Diſpenſation: For we frequently 
meet with an Apoſtolical Benediction in the 
New Teſtament, as well as a Levitical Bleſ- 
ing in the Old. And what we find at the 
Cloſe of moſt of the inſpired Epiſtles ſhews 
us, what ſhould be at re - Concluſion of 
our Worſhip, when the Miniſters of the 
Lord are ſent to deliver a Meſſage in his 
Name: And this is a folemn Pronouncing 
GO D', Love and Bleſſing upon His Church 
and People, upon All that love the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt in Simcerity. + 
ER M 2 It 


* Numb. vi, 23. + Eph. vi. 24, 
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It was our Saviour Direction to the 


ue gers whom He ſent forth with the 
1 of the Kingdom, that their Par 
le 


fling ſhould come upon thofe they wer 


* to, even upon ſuch as in a Goſpel-Senk 


are faid to be worthy, * Thus. ſhould all 
Goſpel-Miniſters b/e/s the People in the Name 
of the Lord. 

We are not tied indeed to any particu- 
lar Form of Words ; 3 but it is certain, this 
will be done beſt in Scripture- Language ; 
and to he fare in ſuch * as ſhall ma- 


nifeſtly evidence an holy Regard to each 


of the ſacred TH REE either by a di- 
ſtinct Mention of each divine Perſon, or by 


ſuch an expreſs Mention of the Grace of 


our Lord Feſus Chriſt, as is adapted to ex- 
cite the higheſt Reverence of H1s, as well 
as of the FATHER's, and the SPIRIT's 
Glory. 

Here let me take Occaſion to ſuggeſt, 


that when you pronounce the Bleſſing, you 


ſhould endeavour to do it with the greateſt 
Solemnity and Awe, and with ſuch an 
2 Voice, that all the Congregation 

may hear ; that none for want of this may 
be tempted to withdraw, or may begin to 


mqve away, as is the ignorant and ſhame- 


ful Practice of Perſons in ſome Places, be- 


fore the Worſhip in this folemn Manner 
| be 


Mat. x. 13. 
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be fully cloſed and ended. But let there 
be no Occaſion, no Temptation for any 
ſuch irreverent Behaviour in this Aſſembly. 

Thus, Sir, I have given you ſome View 
of the ſeveral Parts of your Work, and ſhall 
roceed no farther upon this Head : Yet 
Gets with me, while I briefly exhort you 
to take heed to this Miniſtry, - | 


II. That you fulfil it in a right Manner, 


The Apoſtle's Caution means, no doubt, 
that the utmoſt Care ſhould be taken, how 
this Miniſtry be performed; that it be diſ- 
charged in a becoming and boly Manner, in a 
Way that is ſuitable to the Dignity of this 
facred Office, to the Importance of its 
Work, and the Greatneſs of its Deſign, to 
the Authority of its Appointment, and the 
Spirituality of its Nature. Let me there- 
fore, beſides what I have hinted already, 
add a few Things more, which are directly 
ſaited to this Purpoſe, under the following 
Heads. . SER 


1. Take heed to this Miniſtry, that it 
be diſcharged in all good Fidelity. 


You know, Sir, that we are but Ser- 
vants. We are the Miniſters of Chrift, Stew- 


ard of the Myſteries of GOD, and no 


more: 
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more: Now, as the Apoſtle declares, it it 
required in Stewards, that a Man be found 
farthful.* Let me exhort you therefore, 
dear 'Brother, to aim at the greateſt F aith- 
fulnee. 

In: your Preaching, 80 forth always in 
the ſame Spirit, arid with the like Tender- 
neſs of Conſcience, as did the Prophet Mi. 
caiab; who notwithſtanding all the Tam. 
g arid Solicitation uſed by he. King's 
Meſſenger, yet reſolved and declared, As the 
Lord liveth, what the Lord ſaith unto me, 
that will I ſpeak, + Thus, Sir, do you 
keep cloſe to the Revelation which Chriſt 
has given us, without any Alteration, Ad- 
dition, or Diminution, in any one Point 
whatever. Shun not to declare the whole 
Gounjel of 60D; S but preach: the Preach- 
ing that He bids you. | — that you are 
— aſhamed of Chrift, or of bis Words, in 
this adulterous and finful Generation; || but 
that by the Grace of Gop you are reſolved 
to confeſs Him before Men, ** however the 
Wiſe, the Scribe, or the Diſputer of. this 
World ct may contradick, or dare to blaſ- 

heme. 

Be faithful likewiſe in the Adminiſtration 
of all Qrdinances, Aim at an exact Con- 


formity 
8 Cor. iv. LL 2. + I Kings xxii. 13, 14. 
$ Ads xx. 27. Jonah iii. 2. Mark viii, 38. 


Mu. x. 32. +4 xz Cor. i. 20. 
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formity to the Divine Inſtitution. Be care. 
ful, on the one Hand, nat to he ui above 
bar 3s written; and on the other, not 

to be wife below it. It was a quaitit-Say- 
ing, but a juſt Obſervation, of the eehend. 
lent Mr. Major, that © to be wile below 
« what is written, is to be par; ane; but 
© to be wiſe above what is written, is to be 
« richly fooliſb.“ And neitheriof theſe Cha- 
rafters becomes private Chriſtians, much 
lels Paſtors, who are to feed the P 
with Knowledge and Underftlanding. + 
you therefore ſet before you the Faith- 


fulneſs of the Apoſtle, as à Pattern for 
your moſt careful Imitation: For he deli- 
vered to the People what be had received of 


the Lord, $ and that, juft as he had received 
it, Thus by your Practice and. Inſtruction 
do you teach Men to obſerve all Things, and 
nothing elſe in Religion, but what Ghrift 
has commanded. } I muſt give thee Charge, 
then, in the Sight of GOD, and before Chriſt 
"Feſus, that thou keep his Commandment, With 
out Spot, and wnrebukeable. 1 N 


2. Let this Miniſtry be fulfilled, with 
Judgment and Skill, 


Of old the Prieſt's Lips were to tas 
Knowledge, and the People were to ſeek the 


. Law 
1 Cor. iv. 6. + Jer. ii. 18. 5 n Car. A., 23, 
+ Mat, xxviii. 20. 1 Tim. vi. 13, 14. 
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La at his Mouth. * Thus Goſpel-Miniz 
ſtets are to feed the Church of GOD : And 
they, are to take beed to all the Flock + com- 
mitted to their Care. They are to feed, 
both the Lambs, and the Sheep, & in Chriſt's 
Fold. Endeavour then in your Miniſtra- 
tions to bring forth the fincere Milk of the 
Word, that there may be Nouriſnment for 


thoſe: that are but Babes in Chriſt. 1 Let 


there alſo be frong Meat for grown Cbri- 
ſtians, that Fathers in Chrift, and Men 
labouring under heavy Trials and ſtrong 
Temptations, may be confirmed, ſtrength- 
ened, and comforted. Let your Miniſtry be 
faithfully and wiſely ſuited to the various 
Occaſions, and to the different State, of Per- 
ſons in a mixed Audience. Speak ſome- 
times like Boanerges, or the Sons of Thun- 
der, ** that. dead Sinners may hear the Voice 


of Chriſt in his Word, and may live. ++ 


At other Times, ſpeak like a Barnabas, a 
Son of Conſolation, & that the Broken-hearted 
may be healed, that the Captives may obtain 
Deliverance, and they that are bruiſed be ſet 
„ | 7 | 
Remember alſo, that you are ſet for the 
Defence of the Goſpel, If as well as for the 
E | Pub- 


Mal. ii. 7. + Acts xx. 28. 5 John xxi. rs, 16. 
+ 1 Pet. ii. 2. I Heb. v. 14. Mark iii. 17. 
7 John. v. 25. $5 Ads iv. 36. jt Luke iv. 18. 
I Phil. i. 17. | | : 
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Publication of it. Be cautious indeed, how 
Controverſies are brought needleſsly into the 
Pulpit : Yet it muſt be your Care, as à good 
Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, that the Minds of 
the People may be inſtructed, yea, nouriſhed 
up in the Words of Faith and of good Doc- 
trine, * to the End that their Hearts may 
be experimentally and ſavingly eftabhiſhed 
with Grace. + In your Preaching, let there 
be a ſolid, juſt, and cloſe Way of Reaſon- 
ing out of the Scripture : In Dodtrine beru- 

ing Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, Sincerity, uſing 
ſound Speech that cannot be condemned. & 
An upright Aim at this will certainly re- 
quire, that you give yourſelf to Reading, * 
Meditation, || and Prayer; ** that you may 
be favoured with Light, Guidance, and Aſ- 
ſiſtance, may be made Wiſe to win Souls ++ 
unto Chriſt, and be enabled to open, alledge, 

and maintain the Truth as it is in Feſus ; $$ 


that you may be fitted alſo in Meekneſs to 


inſtruct thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if GOD 
prradventure will give them Repentance to, 
the Acknowledging of the Truth. 44 Study 
then to ſhew yourſelf approved unto GOD; 
an able Miniſter of the New Teſtament; not 
of the Letter, but of the Spirit; |||| a Work- 
N man 


* 1 Tim. iv. 6. + Heb. xi. 9. 5 Tit. ü. 7, 8. 
ig. f Yer. ,, nner. 
++ Prov. xi. zo. 5 Eph. iv. 21. 1 2 Tim. ü. 25. 
17 2 Cor. uw. 6. 
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man tlat needeth not to be aſhamed, rightly 
dividing the Word of Truth. * _ 


3. Take heed, that this Miniſtry be dif- 
charged in a humble depending Frame. 


It is a Miniſtry received in the LORD; 


Divine Appointment, for ſo is Magiſtracy; 
but the Expreſſion ſhews us, that his Mi- 
niſtry in a peculiar Manner relates to the 
Things of the Lord. It is wholly of a ſpi- 
ritual Nature, and relates entirely to ſpiri- 
tual Things, Now the more ſpiritual any 
Service is, the more unfit and incapable are 
we of a tight Performance of it. Temple 


Work never was, never can be carried on 


by the Might or Power of the Creature ; 
but only by the Spirit of the Lord. When 
with Reference hereunto Paul cried out 
with the moſt moving Pathos, And who 1s 


fuffecrent\ for thefe Things? F he thereby 


expreſſed his deep Senſe, both of his own 
Weakneſs, and of the utter Inſufficiency 
of any other Mortal, for a Work ſo great 
as tins of the Miniſtry, Let us then be 
ever afraid of an afſuming, ſelf-confident 
Spirit. Let us watch againſt Pride upon 
all Occaſions, and particularly upon the Ac- 
count of our Character, Gifts, Performan- 

| ces, 


2 Tim. ii. 15. + 2 Cor. ii. 16. 
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ces, or Acceptance among the People: Ac- 
knowledging that we are altogether zworthy 
of ſo high an Honour, and of ourſelyes al- 
together unable to diſcharge ſo difficult an 
Office, Let us ever go forth in the Name 
and Strength of the LORD. From Him 
muſt come all our Light and Knowledge: 
All our Furniture, all our Capacities and 
Opportunities, yea, all our Succeſs and En- 
couragement, muſt likewiſe come from 
Him, Let us endeavour therefore humbly 
to ſeek His Preſence with us, and fervently 
implore His Bleſſing upon us. 1 
Herein let us imitate the renowned M.. 
Ribert Bruce, of whom we are told, * that 
it was his uſual Practice to be much in 
Prayer and Supplication in Secret, before he 
would venture to appear in his Work in 
Publick. One remarkable Inſtance where- 
of is recorded in the following Manner, 
When the Congregation had been long wait- 
ing for his Coming to N at length 
a Meſſenger was ſent for him; who found 
that he was in his Chamber, with his Door 
{hut : But the Meſſenger over- hearing him 
ſeveral Times ſay, I proteſt, I will not 
- 50 except thou go with me; he ſup- 
poled, that ſome Perſon was with him, 
whom he was perſuading to go to the 
Worſhip. The Meſſenger therefore re- 
N .2 turned 


* Fleming's Falfilling of the Scripture, pag. 197. 
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turned without calling, ſaying, Mr. Bruce 
Vas juſt a coming; that he only ſtaid to 
* bring ſome-body with him who ſeemed to 
* need preſſing, being unwilling to come.” 
Preſently Mr. Bruce appeared, without 
any Man in his Company. But when 
he was a little entered upon his Work, the 
People were ſoon convinced for whom it 
was he waited : For he came in ſuch Ful- 
neſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt, * 
and bis Speech, and bis Preaching was in 
ſuch Evidence and Demonſtration of the 


Spirit, + that if not by the Shining of bis 


ace, yet by that Shower of Divine In- 
fluence wherewith the Word ſpoken was 
attended, it was eaſy for the Congregation 
to perceive, that he had been in the Mount 
with GOD;S and that he had indeed 
brought that GoD, whom he had met with 
in Secret, (as my Author goes on) into his 
Mother's Houſe, and into the Chamber of ber 
that conceived him. l 
Thus, Brother, let it be your Cate, your 
Prayer, and mine, that we may have ſuch 
manifeſt Tokens of Gop's Preſence with 
, as ſhall be convincing to all about us, 
that we are not alone in our Work; but 
that we labour therein, according to the 
Working of Chrift, and that He worketh in 
as mightily. || | | 
4. Take 


Rom. xv. 29. + 1 Cor. ii. 4. 
$ Exod. xxxiv. 29, 30. t Cant. iii. 4. || Col. i. 29. 
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4. Take heed to this Miniſtry, that you 
fulfil it with à perſevering Patience, 
Reſolution, and Courage. 


Difficulties, and Oppoſition you muſt 
expect ; and ſhould therefore ſtand prepar- 
ed to meet them. It is not to be queſtion- 
ed, but that you have ſa? down and counted 
the Coſt :* However, what Afflictions, what 
Neceſſities, Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, may 
ſooner or later attend the faithful Diſcharge 
of your Office, neither you, nor any upon 
Earth, can tell; But having put your Hand 
fo the Plow, you are never once to have a 
Thought of looking back: + And tho' you 
may expect, that your Life and Service 
muſt be a conftant Warfare, yet as a good 
Soldier of Feſus Chriſt, & you are to endure 
Hardneſs to the End. Fear none of the 
Things that may befal you ; but conſider, 
that whatever ſhall be your Tribulation, it 
can only continue for its limited Seaſon : Be 
thou faithful unto Death therefore, and the 
LorD, from whom you have received this 
Miniſtry, will certainly give-you @ Crown 
of Life ; for He has promiſed it. } 

Endeavour, that your Heart may be al- 
ways awed with the Conſideration of the 

| | Nature 


* Luke xiv. 28. + Luke ix. 62. 
$ 2 Tim. it. z. 1 Rev. ii. 10. 
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Nature and Deſign of your Miniſtry, with 
the Greatneſs of the Authority from which 
you Teceived it, and the Strictneis of the 
Account that muſt at laſt be given. And 
the more you are affected and infſuenced 


fe ſuch, Cnfulenationd as theſe, the leſs will 
1 or n a move * For 


that 1 may 2 0 my 1 
wes the Miniſtry vbich I have 
nach of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the Ga, 
pel of the Grace of GOD.*. And would you 

e 0 


our Heart, as we are perſuaded it is àt this 

ime, Let a merciful Saviour but make 
% me an happy Inſtrument. of honouring 
« His Name, by turning. many unto Nigbte- 
te owuſneſs; and then, whatever ſhall be the 
e. Difficulties . of Life, ot the Agonies of 
“ Death, which I may poſlibly ſuffer, yet 
** I can never regret a Life faithfully ſpent, 
e or laid down, in the holy and honoura- 
e ble Service of. a Maſter, ſo great, ſo kind, 
* ſo gracious, as is My LoRp and My 
„ REDEEMER, who has loved me, and ſo 
* loved me, as Even to give Himelf- a Ran- 
e ſom for me.” ＋ This leads me to the laſt 
Head of Advice, I have now Time to infiſt 


on; VIZ. | 
5. Take = 


Ad xX. 24. '+ Gal. ii. 20. 


A Bens rars on. 10 
Leia 5102 7 


5: Th ee that his Inner 55 
ways di om a 7. mg- 
ple, and 'to 4 End. a 


Let Fn to Chrift, and cane fo 
Souls, anitnate'you in alf you do. 


a 
fingle Eye to your Maſter's Honour, * fa 
member, the Fart you are ſincetely to act, 
is that of @ Friend of” the . - 
This ſhews, that your Aim muſt be, not 
to win People to urſelf which would be 
to invade the Honour of your Lon p, for 
whoſe Sake this Miniſtry was inſtituted; | 
from whoſe Authority, and through whole 
Mercy, you have now received it; but to 
win Souls ts Chrift, that they may be eſpouſ- 
ed to Him. + , Let this then 8 5 17 
ſtant Care and Prayer, that Jo u may 
the happy Inſttument of making up 
Match between Chriſt and many Soul. N 
And as you deſire to be ſucceſsful herein, 
ſt forth the Bridegroom. fo, as that Perſons 
may be induced to have kind Thoughts of 
Him ; and may be perſuaded, that He will 
receive and love all that are fincerely in- 
clined, and enabled, thro Grace, to come 
unto Hini, Set Him forth, in the Amia- 
blenefs of his Perſon ; in the Glory of his 
WR in 008 Perfection of his Righte- 
ouſneſs; 


of 1 iii. 29. + 2 Cor. xi. 2. 
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ouſneſs; and in the Greatnefs of his Power, 
as enga ged, not againſt, but for his People. 

E. - 434 of the unſearchable Riches, of bis 
. and of his infinite Tenderneſs to 


the Remnant of his Heritage. Thus yod 
to ſee, that gal the: Spirits 


ey. will recei ve 


„ 


R 220 Souls, 
kind Impreſſio ing 
Thoughts of Jeſus * that being ſaber. 


ly drawn, they will glad] ly co bumbly 
emſelves to by | 


* chearfullj ſubmitting t 
Righteonſneſs, Grace, and Rule. 
Ever watch agaihſt By: Ends, carnal De- 
ſigns, and ſelfiſh Views. Let every Service 
by performed, nat by Conſtraint, But wills 
; ot for filthy Lucre, but of a ready Mind 
2 Endeavour, by turning Souls to 
Curr, to glorify Gop in the high and 


facred Employment to which 'you ate ſet 


apart, Let this be your conſtant Aim. 
And that you may be the more excited 


| hereunto, I ſhall juſt relate a Paſſage cited 


by Mr. Shepherd + from -a Divine of, the 


laſt Age, who in his Sermon preached be- 


fore an Aſſociation of Miniſters, with a De- 
lign to quicken their Regard to the Princi- 

ple, End, and Motive from which they 
ted, pointed them to the laſt and awful 
Day of e andy having brought in 


= Car187 
. t Pet. v. 2. + In ki Yolume of Diſcourſes 6 
ſeveral . pag. 305. { = 


willing. 
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Cunz is the 0 taking his Place u 
on the Ae 1 elegant Pro. 
repreſented Him as calling his Ni- 
non ud an r enquiting and exa- 
ning, how preached, and with 
what Views fon e and diſ- 
charged the Work of the Miniſtry—— 
Nee and pot the Queſtion = 
o him, „ What did you preach for? 
He anſweted, I preached, Lord, that I 
« might keep a very good Living, that was 
« left me by my Father, of 'an Hundred, 
and fifty, or TWO hundred Pounds a 
« Year z Which, if x had ftot entered into 
«© Orders, had been wholly loſt, as to me - 
and my numerous Family.” | "Carer 
lays to Hun, Stand by; thou haft had 

Reward.” The Queſtion is put 
to another: And what did yon preach 
« fot?“ He anſwered, © Lord, I was ap- 
„ plauded as a very learned Man and I 
© preached to keep up the Reputation of an 
* eloquert Orator, and an ingenious Preach- 
er.“ CnxrisrT's Anſwer to Him like- 
wiſe was, ** Stand thou by; thou alſo haſt 
„had thy Reward.” ——The judge puts 
the Queſtion to a Third, And what did 
* you preach for?“ Lord, ſays he, 1 
* neither aimed at the great Things of this 
* World, though I was thankful for the 
1 „ Conveniencits of Life which thou . 
gu *O me; 
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me; nor did I preach-that; I might gan 


"M8 preached, in; Com 


„ Preaching was, 


Roo, Angels: Let this Man cdme, 


Earth; and 1 will on and honout him 


dhat the Miniſters went home much affect. 


and Ends ever after. Would to Go p, it 
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© the "Character of a, Wit; or a Man of 
10 Parts, or that of a. fine Scholar: But l 

to Souls; and to 
Thee. My Deſign in 
ord, that 1 mig ht win 
% Souls to thy bleſſed Majeſty.” * this 
the Judge called out, Room: Men; 


i pleaſe and ho 


and /it with Me in my Throne, 40 IN an 
0 et down, with my. Father in his Throne : 
„ He, has owned, and honouted Me on 


through all the Ages of Eternity, 21 
be ah of. 6 we are told, chen "_ 


ed; reſolving; that, thro the Help of Gap, 
they would mind the Work of the Mini- 
ſtry more, and look better to their; Aims 


might be, ſo this Day, as to myſelf, and all 
my honoured, Brethren, in the Miniſi, here 
preſent before the Lord !, And may 
the aſſured Proſpe& and believing Expec- 
tation, of the exact and thorough Scrutiny 
that will be made, and of the ſtrict Ac- 
count that, muſt be given, at the great Day, 
be ſeriouſly attended to -thro' every Part of 
Life, and be of conſtant Service to you, m 
beloved Brother, who are now juſt entered 
upon. this facred F e Conſidetr, how 

. _— 
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delightful-it will be, if with reſpect to this 
Miniſtry, and the whole of your Conduct 
in it, both publick and ee you ſhall 
be able from the Beginning of it, and all 
along to the very Cloſe of your Days, to 
ay in the Words of the Apoſtle, * that in | 


mplicity and godly Sincerity, not with fleſh- 

; Vi m, but by the Grace 'of GOD, you 
had your | Converſation in the World, 

and more abundantly gras this People, 
who are now become your. immediate Care 

and Charge. Such a Teſtimony, from an 

enlightened and ſanctified er, will 
be the happy Earneſt of eternal Bliſs. 

That you in all your future Service, both 
ſtated and occaſional, may be quickened, 
thro' the ſame rich and ſovereign Grace, as 
the Apoſtle was, to that holy Integrity, Di- 
ligence, and Faithfulneſs, 2 thoſe ſpiritual 
Views and heavenly | Aims, which will be 
the juſt Matter and ſure: Ground of ſuch 
Ryercing,/ ſhall be - our: farther Pray- 
er on your Bchalf. And may the Lo RD 
be ever with Jou, to direct, uphold, and 
ſucceed you im this great Work; that 
thro! his” gracious. Aſſiſtance, and ſpecial 
Bleſling, you may perform it ſignally to 
his Glory, in the daily and numerous Ad- 
dition of true Believers unto this Church, 
and i in the abundant Edification and co 
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nal Salvation of this His Nee , among 
whom eſpecially you are to labour! 
May you, in all the Parts of your Mini- 
ſtry, through the rich Andinting of the Holy 
One, be eminently furniſhed for extenſive. 
Uſefulneſs among them; and 1 the 
gbod Pleaſure of the Loap be 
ſpared for many, many Years, to bo 
Helper of their Faith and Joy ! + 
And may they, by their unſhoken Stel- 
faſtneſs in the Doctrine and Diſcipline of 
CuR1sT, by their vifible Growth and 
happy Increaſe in all the Gifts and Grate 
of the Sp1R1T, and by their beautiful Walk 
and Converſation, every Way and * 
renowned for ite r; i Purity, for 
ns exemplary ardent Zeal for 
the 1 be made n remark- 
able Blefing and conſtant | Comfort to you 
here, and your eternal ey and Crown of 
= . Rejoicing & in che State and World above. 
i And then both you» and they, and all that 
by: Faith are nom hoking for the glorious 
Appearing of of the g Fea GOD, and our Sa- 
our Jeſus "ſhall there join*with 
the. - 5 en Chic of the 
FIRST-BORM| in ſipping a neu Song; 
ra 81 9 817 pt "oY | 157 . 
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and thankful Adoration, with the loud- | 
eſt Acclamations of the moſt trium t 
Joy, and with the moſt united and me- 
odious Voice of Praiſe, ALL the . 
Redeemed of the Lord ſhall aſcribe unto. Him 
both Power and Riches, and Wiſdom and 
Strength, and Honour, and Glory, and Bleſ- 
ng for ever and ever. Aux. 
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| Adreniſemcir of 5 0 0 TY 8. 
13 tte is 2 5 

Ly MHRIST: "Ye Riphtoouſneſs of ths: =Y 
People; or, the Doctrine of Juſti- _ 
Foation," by Faith in him repreſented, in 
ſeveral Sermons, preached at the- Merchants © 

Lecture, at Planer Hall, by R. Rawhn.- _ 
II. A Sermon! odthfioriet by the much 
lamented 'Death- of the late Reverend/Me 
J. Hubbard. | 0 
III. The Miniſter's Plea for the People's * 
Prayers. In a Sermon preach d at the Se- 
paration of the Reverend Mr Jobn Halford, 
to the Paſtoral-Office in the Church of 


Chriſt at Horfely- Down. | 
IV. Reformation u the Goſpel-Scherme: 


A Sermon preach'd to the Societies for Re- 
| formation of Manners, at Salters- Hall. 

V. A Sermon preach d at the Ordination 
of the Reverend Mr William Fobnſon, at 
Rygate in Su 

VI. God's Alarm to Great Britains or, 
An Enquiry into our publick Mercies and 
Abuſes of them, our Danger and Way i 
Deliverance. In a Sermon preach'd in New- 
Broad-Street, London: On Occaſion of the 
General Faſt, Jan. g, 1739-40 3 purſuant. 
to a Declaration af War againſt Spain. 1 | 

VII. Youth's Monitor, in fix Sermons to 
young mans ce The ſecond nen. 
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